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Divinity. 
— 
From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


THE TRIAL OF ABRHAHAM ILLUSTRATED AND IMPROVED: 


A SERMON, 
BY THE REV. JOSEPH BURGESS, SEN. 


‘Spee 


Heszrews XI. 17—19. 
By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Issac ; and he that had received 
’ the promises offered up his only-begotten son, of whom it was said, That in 
Isaac shall thy seed be called: accounting that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead ; from whence also he received him in a figure.—(See also 
Gen. xxii.) : 


Tue obedience manifested by Abraham, in the unparalleled 
trial to which the text alludes, was probably the most prompt and 
unreserved that has ever been offered by a creature to the almighty 
Creator. And as it has pleased the Divine Being to transmit this 
history to us through the medium of inspiration, doubtless it is 
his intention that we should derive from it instructions of the most 
salutary nature. eo ; 

The doubts and difficulties which necessarily occurred to Abra- 
ham, on receiving a command to sacrifice his son, would greatly 
augment the reluctance, which, asa kind father, he must have felt 
to the perpetration of such a deed. And it is evident, that God, 
in the manner of giving this command, seemed determined to ex- 
aggerate its severity, and thereby to enhance these doubts and 
difficulties. ‘Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom 
thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there for a burnt-offering.” 

Among the thoughts and.soliloquies of the holy patriarch on 


this occasion, would not the following naturally occur? “Is it pos* 
Vou. VI. 6 . 
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sible that a merciful and righteous.God should command a father 
to imbrue his hands in the blood of a beloved son? This com- 
mand cannot come from him who denounced a curse against Cain, 
and declared he should be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, 
because he had killed his brother Abel: it cannot proceed from 
him who hath decreed, that ‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed.’ Besides, if I sacrifice Isaac, shall. 
I not thereby oppose the accomplishment of God’s own gracious 
promise, that in my seed all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed ? O! how will future generations, groaning under accumu- 
lated woes, execrate me a miserable man for writ prevented 
the completion of Heaven’s gracious design by an act of unequalled 
cruelty ; cruelty to a beloved son; cruelty to millions of immortal 
souls, which no man can number. On my return from this bloody 
act, Sarah’s first inquiry will be, ‘Where is Isaac?’ It will be 
impossible to conceal the fact. I must acknowledge that he fell 
by the hands of his father; and the melancholy tidings will bring 
down her gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. Such a compli- 
cation of crime and misery can never be effaced from my guilty 
conscience; for wherever I turn, by night or by day, the idea of 
a son, most tenderly beloved, expiring under the bloody knife of 
his father, and the maternal pangs of Sarah, the best of wives and 
the fondest of mothers, will still recur to my memory, and make 
existence an intolerable burden.” 

That Abraham should rise above these perplexities, and instan- 
taneously proceed to the execution of the divine command, is a 
circumstance which cannot fail to excite a considerable degree of 
admiration, and leads to an inquiry, how it was possible for a 
father to enter upon the work of offering in sacrifice a son who 
was dearer to him than his own life. % 

Abraham, notwithstanding the agitation of his mind, had the 
fullest assurance that the command was absolutely from God him- 
self. Had an angel delivered it, he would not have obeyed ; be- 
cause it would have been in direct opposition to the authority of 
Him who had said, “ Thou shalt not kill.” Paul, whose piety 
was not superior to that of Abraham, felt such a holy indignation 
against every injunction inconsistent with the revealed will of 
Heaven, that he denounced an anathema against any creature who 
should have the temerity to attempt a reversion of the divine de- 
cree. “Though we, or an angel fiom heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you, than that which we have preached, let him be 
accursed.” Had not Abraham felt a divine assurance that it was 
Jehovah himself who demanded the life of Isaac, the command of 
an angel from heaven would have been tem 

When Abraham had attained the age of seventy-five years, the 


Lord promised that in him should all the families of the earth be 
blessed. (Gen. xii. 3,4.) This promise was renewed, and more 
particularly expressed, at two different times. (Gen. xv. 5, xviii. 
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18.) Yet Isaac was not born till twenty-five years after the time 
when the promise first was made; but Abraham was “not weak in 
faith; he considered not hisown body now dead, when he was about 
a hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah’s womb: 
He staggered not at the promise through unbelief; but was strong 
in faith, giving glory to God.” He now knew that Isaac had been 
given by a miraculous interposition of Providence; he had no 
doubt that God would accomplish his promise, that in him all the 
families of the earth should be blessed; and he “accounted also 
that God was able to raise up Isaac even from the dead, from 
whence also he received him in a figure.” 

We may further account for the promptitude and unreserved- 
ness of Abraham’s obedience by the extraordinary aids which he 
received from above. During three days, the father, son, and 
two servants, were travelling towards the awful mount where 
Isaac was to be slain; at length he saw the very place of which 
God had told him; (the place where, according to the opinion of 
learned commentators, Jesus, the antitype of Isaac was crucified;) 
yet, during these three days, his soul was not shaken in its pur- 
pose. He ordered the servants to abide with the ass, till he should 
return from the mount; he then laid the wood, which the ass had 
hitherto carried, upon Isaac, and took the fire in his hand, with a 
knife; and thus they both proceeded. Isaac, now seeing him 
intent on sacrifice, said, “‘ My father, behold the fire and the wood, 
but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering ?” Had the heart of 
Abraham been made of flint, possibly he might have borne this; 
but when we consider the more than ordinary affection, parental 
and filial, which subsisted between them, we must conclude that 
God only could give strength adequate to such a trial. His answer 
to this affecting question shows the fortitude of a mind unsubdued, 
yet exquisitely tender, and also the unlimited and immutable con- 
fidence which he reposed in the divine veracity : “My son, God 
will provide himself a lamb for a burnt-offering.” According to 
the lowest computation, Isaac was now twenty-five years of age, 
and Abraham consequently a hundred and twenty-five. Was it 
possible, then, that a man bowed down with a weight of years, 
and with an anguish of mind which none can fully conceive, be- 
cause not called to the trial which occasioned it,—was it pos- 
sible that he should be able to bind and lay upon the altar Isaac, 
now arrived to a state of maturity vigorous and aetive? Certainly 
not. Besides, what could induce the son to submit to such an 
unnatural and unprecedented death? If we could suppose that he 
was totally inattentive to the preservation of his life, yet is it not 
reasonable to imagine, that he would expostulate with his father, 
and hinder bim from bringing distress upon a most amiable fam- 
ily by a deed which, to the world, would appear cruel beyond ex- 
pression f—When, therefore, we consider the amazing intrepidity 
which Abraham manifested, and behold him stretching forth his 
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hand to slay his son with the sacrificial knife, and when we con- 
sider the no less amazing submission of Isaac, we are constrained 
to acknowledge that the divine power was evidently displayed in 
this transaction, and must believe that Heaven looked down with 
admiration and delight on Abraham’s obedience to his heavenly 
Father, and on Isaac’s non-resistance to his earthly father. 

Just at the very moment when he was going to give the fatal 
stab, the ANGeL or THE Lorp called from heaven and said, 
‘* Abraham, lay not thine hand upon the lad; for now I know that 
thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son, from me.” At the sound of this heavenly voice, Abra- 
ham lifted up his eyes, and beheld a ram caught in a thicket by 
his horns, which he immediately took and offered up for a burnt- 
Offering, in the stead of his son. Then the AncrL or THE LorD 
called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, and said, ‘“‘ By 
myself have I sworn, saith the Lord ; for because thou hast done 
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son ; that in 
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy 
seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea- 
shore; and thy seed shail possess the gate of his enemies: and in 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because 
thou hast obeyed my voice.” ‘The Angel mentioned here is un- 
questionably that glorious person Immanuel, in whom dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily; for this Divine Being, who 
swore by himself that he would bless Abraham, is called in the 
original Jehovah, (Gen. xxii. 16,) that incommunicable naine 
never applied to any created being. 

The important instructions which this narrative was intended to 
convey, and which indeed are obviously deducible from it, are the 
following. 

1. Sin is so abominable in the sight of God, and so destructive 
to the peace of individuals and communities, that he, as the su- 
preme Governor of the Universe, cannot give it the least counte- 
nance, without violating the attributes of holiness and justice, the 
continued exercise of which is essential to the happiness of crea- 
tures. Therefore, the voice of God is, “ Without shedding of 
blood is no remission.” Abraham knew well that beasts were 
offered in sacrifice for human offences, and that such an institution 
would have been irrational and unavailable, unless it had refer- 
ence to some future sacrifice, infinitely meritorious and efficacious, 
which God himself would provide and accept. And doubtless, 
whenever he performed the duty, he could not but reflect on sin 
as an insult offered to the Majesty of Heaven, and as the only 
source of misery; neither could he contemplate this peculiar in- 
stitution without deeply regretting that it thus became necessary 
for guilty man to desiroy an innocent creature, in order that he 
himself might be saved from eternal destruction. But how was 
the aggravated nature of sin enhanced in his view, and how was 
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his righteous indignation inflamed against it, when he heard from 
the mouth of God himself, that Isaac must be slain for a sin-offer- 
ing! In that moment of inexpressible distress, we may conceive 
what was the language of his heart. ‘“O my God! take all my 
cattle, the whole of my property, my health, my life, if these 
will satisfy the demands of justice; only spare Isaac. Odo not 
enjoin on me the execution of a command, which the world 
will not believe to have come from thee; a command, my com- 
liance with which will fix an endless stigma on my character, 
break the heart of my beloved Sarah, and give a finishing stroke 
to the calamities of a man sinking under the infirmities of old age. 
O my God! my God! do with me what thou wilt, take from me 
what thou pleasest, only spare Isaac.—Yet J retract these petitions, 
and bow to thy command. Thy holy indignation has been called 
forth by the impious rebellion of thy favourite creature, man. | 
know, that what thou requirest must be holy, just and good. 
Heaven demands Jsaac, and let the will of Heaven be done. O 
sin, what hast thou done! Isaac must die, and IJ, in obedience to 
God’s own command, must strike the deadly blow!” 

In moments of temporal prosperity and mental dissipation, car- 
nal propensities are indulged, and religious duties are either per- 
formed in a heartless and indevout manner, or wholly neglected. 
The transition from such a state to actual transgression, is obvious 
and unavoidable: and as sin thus advances, its concomitants, 
darkness and insensibility of mind, become proportionably pro- 
gressive. And although the man who is thus departing from the 
living God, may sometimes look upon his sins, and feel a degree 
of compunction, yet the look is so superficial and momentary, that 
the investigation is terminated by a soft whisper, “Is it not a little 
thing? Tush, God regardeth it not.” How necessary that a gra- 
cious God, whose every dispensation is directed to the purifica- 
tion of our nature, should call back our attention to those truths re- 
corded for our admonition; “It is a bitter thing to sin against 
God. Without shedding of blood is no remission.” This he 
does by such corrective dispensations of Providence, and such 
impressive instructions of his Spirit and Word, as cause us to feel 
shame and sorrow; and frequently the divine chastisements have 
such an obvious connexion with the sin that caused them, or so 
naturally flow from it, that in the visitation we may read the 
offence. ; : 

Abraham was the friend of God, a holy man,'and consequently 
to him these remarks are not strictly applicable: yet it was 
necessary that even fis detestation of sin, and fear of offending 
the Almighty, should become yet more exquisite ; and doubtless 
the command which enjoined a father to slay a beloved and only 
son for a sin-offering, was the most effectual that can be conceived 
to produce those salutary effects. 
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But when his mind was brought to a full determination, and he 
was in the very act of stretching out his hand to execute the san- 
guinary deed, at that tremendous moment his attention was arrest- 
ed by a voice from heaven, and his eyes were turned to an object 
far more valuable than the gold of Ophir, the precious onyx, or 
the sapphire,—a ram caught ina thicket by his horns, doubtless 
by the immediate hand of God. This ram Abraham took, and 
offered him up for a burnt-offering instead of his son: and cer- 
tainly if there ever was a time in which the Saviour’s words had a 
peculiar and complete accomplishment, that was the very mo- 
ment: “ Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day, he saw it, 
and was glad.” Divine justice demanded Isaac for a sin-offer- 
ing; Divine mercy provided a ram for a typical substitute ; and 
the Divine Spirit illumined the mind of Abraham, and showed 
him the antitype of that ram, the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world. And it is more than probable that the 
Patriarch had, in this joyous moment, such a prospective view of 
the Redeemer’s death, resurrection, and ascension, of his inter- 
cession, of his universal and eternal reign, of the gifts which he 
should receive for men, and of the glory which should follow, as 
was not granted even to the angels; for they still desire to look 
into these things. At least, if his views of God’s redeeming pian 
were not more Juminous than those of superior beings, the ecstatic 
and grateful feelings of a father, who had thus received his son in 
a figure from the dead, as a pledge of eternal redemption to him- 
self and to a lost world, must have been more ardent than any 
which they could feel_—Thus also with regard to us, when, 
through a recollection of our past offences, and a consciousness 
of that carnal mind whence they proceeded, we are reduced to a 
state of absolute self-despair, how are we astonished and encou- 
raged when we hear a voice from Calvary, a voice from the ex- 
cellent glory, saying, ‘‘ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth.” If we hesitate, through fear of being rejected 
in consequence of our accumulated and Jong-protracted trans- 
gressions, let us behold a greater than Abraham or Isaac here. 
Behold Him who spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us-all! Look unto Him who gave himself for us! Jesus died 
not for his friends, but for his enemies. Abraham intentionally 
offered his son, in obedience to the command of that God who 
had the most indisputable and unalienable right to demand hin 
when and how he pleased. Jesus voluntarily and actually gave 
himself up to suffer the most ignominious and cruel déath that 
devils incarnate could inflict; and then ascended to the throne of 
his heavenly Father, where he ever lives to intercede for us, and 
from whence he sends his Holy Spirit to prepare even the rebel- 
ious for that heaven which stands open for their reception. In 
virtue of this unexampled love, the most profligate and hardened 
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sinners may yield to the attraction of that Saviour who has not yet 
given them up; may open the door of their hearts to him who 
continues to knock, and who strives to enter with all his mercy’s 


power. Sinners?. 
“ For you the purple current flow’d 
In pardons from his wounded side ; 
Languish’d for you th’ eternal God ; 
For you the Prince of Glory died. 
Believe, and all your sins forgiven, — 
Only believe, and your’s is heav’n !” 
(To be Continued.) 


—— *§ oo 
Wiography. 





From the New Edinburgh Encyclopedia. 
MEMOIR OF BISHOP LATIMER. 


_ Hueu Latimer, bishop of Worcester, was the son of an 
honest yeoman at Thurcostan, in Leicestershire, and was born 
about the year 1470. At the age of four years, he gave so great 
proofs of a ready apprehension, that his parents, having no other 
son, re-olved to educate him for a learned profession ; and at the 
age of fourteen, he went to the university of Cambridge, where he 
applied himself chiefly to the theological studies of those times. 
Having taken priest’s orders, he distinguished himself, at a very 
early period by his zeal for the tenets of Popery, and his invec- 
tives against the principles of the reformers; but having subse- 
quently embraced the Protestant faith, principally through the in- 
structions of Thomas Bilney, a devout clergyman in the univer- 
sity, he became equally ardent in promoting the cause of the re- 
formed doctrines. His eminence as a preacher, and the exem- 
plary life which he led with his friend Bilney, had a very consid- 
erable influence in spreading the new opinions; and all the exer- 
tions of the opposite party were called forth to counteract his 
growing popularity. Doctor West, bishop of Ely, was at length 
constrained to exercise his authority as diocesan; but, being a 
man of great moderation, he contented himself with preaching 
against the heretics, and forbidding Latimer to preach in the uni- 
versity. Doctor Barnes, however, prior of the Augustine Friars, 
licensed Latimer to preach in the church of his priory, which, like 
most religious houses, was exempt from episcopal jurisdiction ; 
and here, in spite of:all the machinations of his adversaries, he 
continued for three years to address the most crouded audiences 
with distinguished success and applause. Even the bishop of 
Ely was frequently observed among his hearers, and candidly ac- 
knowledged his excellence as a preacher. About this time, King 
Henry VIII. desirous to conciliate the Pope, had enjoined Wolsey 
to put the laws in execution against heretics; and Latimer was 
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summoned, among others, to answer for his avowed sentiments. 
According to some accounts, he consented to subscribe the articles 
which were proposed to him; but others affirm, that Wolsey was 
so pleased with his answers, that he dismissed him with a very 
gentle admonition. He had even begun to be in favour at court; 
and having preached before his majesty at Windsor, was noticed 
with more thar usual affability. He was. not the less resolute in 
his adherence to the cause of the reformed religion: and had the 
courage even to write a letter to the king, against a proclamation 
which had been issued for prohibiting the use of the Bible in the 
English language. Though his remonstance, which singularly 
marked the sincerity and openness of his character, produced no 
effect, yet the king, who had before been pleased with Latimer’s 
plain and simple manner of address, or who had at the time other 
ends to serve by his aid, received it with the utmost condescen- 
sion. He was afterwards still more firmly established in the royal 
favour by the exertions which he made, in full consistency with 
his principles, to support the plea of the king’s supremacy. By 
the friendship of Dr. Butts, the king’s physician, and of Cromwell, 
the prime minister, both favourers of the reformation, he was pre- 
sented to the living of West Kingston, in Wiltshire; and, contrary 
to the advice of his patrons, he resigned all attendance at court, 
to devote himself to the duties of his parish. He extended his 
labours also with great diligence into the adjoining parts, wherever 
he observed a deficiency of pastoral instruction; and was rising 
rapidly in the estimation of all good men in those districts, when 
his enemies drew up a charge of heresy against him, and procured 
a citation for his appearance before Stokesley, bishop of London. 
But this step only furthered his promotion; for while he was great- 
ly harassed in the archiepiscopal court, by frequent examinations, 
and crafty interrogatories, and urgent injunctions, to subscribe 
their articles, the king, having been privately informed of the 
treatment to which he was subjected, interposed his authority, 
and stopped all proceedings against him. Other accounts seem 
to imply, that he had previously made all the submissions which 
the bishops required; but in whatever way the matter was settled, 
he does not appear to have fallen in the king’s estimation; and, 
soon after the date of these troubles, he was promoted to the see 
of Worcester, through the influence of his steady patrons, Crom- 
well and Butts. In this station, he applied himself with ali his 
usual fidelity to the discharge of his office; and proceeded, with 
as much zeal as the state of things would admit, in correcting the 
tendency of Popish superstitions. In 1536, he attended the ses- 
sion of parliament and convocation, in which the Protestant in- 
fluence so far prevailed, as to abolish form out of the seven sacra- 
ments, and to authorize the translation of the Bible into English. 
Returning to his bishopric, and shunning all concern in state af- 
fairs, he occupied himself entirely in the silent discharge of his 
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pastoral duties, till the year 1539, when the act of the Six Arti- 
cles was passed, which reduced him to the necessity of surren- 
dering his office, or his conscience. Instantly he resigned his 
bishopric, and retired to a pale situation in the country ; but 
being obliged to repair to London, in consequence of a severe 
bruise, which required better medical assistance than his neigh- 
bourhood could supply, he was soon discovered by Gardener’s 
emissaries; and, upon an allegation of having spoken against the 
Six Articles, was committed to the Tower, where he suffered a 
severe imprisonment during the remaining six years of Henry’s 
reign. Immediately after the accession of Edward VI. he recov- 
ered his liberty, and found his old friends again in power; but he 
declined all their proposals to reinstate him in his diocese, and 
took up his residence with Cranmer at Lambeth. Here he oc- 
cupied himself chiefly in redressing the grievances of poor per- 
-gons, who flocked to him in great numbers; and assisted in pre- 
paring the first part of the English Homilies. He seldom failed, 
however, to appear in the pulpit on Sundays; and, besides preach- 
img the Lent sermons before his majesty, frequently officiated at 
St. Paul’s cross, and other churches in London. 

After the death of Somerset, he withdrew from the. metropolis, 
and made use of the king’s license as a general preacher, wherever 
his services appeared to be required. But, upon the restoration 
of Popery, at the commencement of Mary’s reign, he was once 
more silenced, together with all the Protestant teachers; and in 
a short time, summoned to London beforé the ecclesiastical coun- 
cil. He had long been persuaded, that, sooner or later, he should 
be called to answer with his life for the cause which he had es- 
poused; and, particularly, that, in the eye of Bishop %cardener, 
now prime minister, he was, marked for proscription. ‘Though 
forewarned of the designs meditating against him, and of the ap- 
proach of the messenger with the citation from court, he was so 
far from availing himself of the opportunity to escape, (which, it 
is conjectured, would have been more agreeable to his enemies 
than his appearance,) that he instantly made ready to accompany 
the officer, and addressed him in language expressive of the ut- 
most readiness.to atend his orders. The messenger, however, 
acquainted him, thes*he had no authority to seize his person; and 
merely delivering the citation, took his departure without delay. 
Latimer prepared to obey the summons, proceeded straight to 
the metropolis; and, on the day after his arrival, presented himself 
to the council, by whom he was loaded with reproaches, and com- 
mitted to the tower. Notwithstanding the infirmities of his ad- 
vanced age, and the severity of treatment which he experienced, 
he bore his confinement with the utmost patience, and even fre- 
quently indulged in his habitual jocularity. Being denied the 
benefit of a fire, even in the midst of winter, he said one day to 
wee yi a “that if he did not look the better to him, per- 

ou. VI. | 7 
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chance he should deceive him.” The lieutenant, upon being in- 
formed of these expressions, became apprehensive of some inten- 
tion on the part of his prisoner to effect his escape ; and, comin 
to him in person, required an explanation of his words. “ Yea 
inaster lieutenant,” said Latimer; “ for you look, I think, that I 
should burn; but, except you Jet me have some fire, I am like to 
deceive your expectation, for I am like here to starve for cold.” 
In 1554, after half an year’s imprisonment, he was conveyed to 
Oxford, together with Cranmer and Ridley, for the purpose of 
holding a public disputation with the most eminent Popish divines. 
At these conferences, which were conducted in a most disorderly 
manner, it is observable, that, though Latimer avowed his inten- 
tion to shun argument as of no avail, and to content himself with 
offering a plain eccount of his faith, he nevertheless managed the 
controversy with more ability and consistency than his colleagues, 
who attempted to answer the citations from the Fathers in the 
quibbling style of the schoolmen, while the other adhered to the 
ure strain of scripture language, and disclaimed all authority 
which did not coincide with its plain import. “ ‘Then you are 
not of Chrysostome’s faith, nor of St. Augustine’s faith ” said 
his opponents. ‘I have said,” replied the bishop, “when they 
say well, and bring scripture for them, I am of their faith; and 
farther Augustine requireth not to be believed.” After the termi- 
nation of the disputations, sentence was pronounced against the 
three Protestant prelates as heretics; but they remained in cus- 
tody till the month of: September in the following year, when 
commissioners were appointed to examine them a second time, 
and to afford them an opportunity of retracting the sentiments 
which they had formerly avowed. The aged bishop, adhering 
resolutely to his confession, was led to the stake along with his 
fellow prisoner Ridley, on the 16th of October, 1555, where he 
met the painful death of his martyrdom with the utmost compo- 
sure and fortitude. ‘‘ Mr. Latimer very quietly suffered his keep- 
er to pull off his hose and his other array, which, to look into, 
was very simple ;~and being stripped into his shroud, he seemed 
as comely a person to them that were there present, as one should 
lightly see ; and whereas, in his clothes he appeared a withered 
and crooked silly old man, he now stood bold upright, as comely 
a father -as one might lightly behold.” As the faggots were 
kindling, he said to his companion in suffering, “ Be of good 
comfort, Mr. Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day light 
such a candle by God’s grace in England, as, I trust, shall never 
be put out;” and as the flame embraced his body, he repeatedly 
cried out with a firm voice, “‘O Father of -heaven, receive my 
soul!” and expired in a short time without any appearance of ex- 
treme agony. | 
The general character of this venerable person is most honour- 
able to the cause which he embraced, and presents a worthy pat- 
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tern to every Christian bishop. He was always more attentive to 
the pursuit of useful knowledge than of curious literature; and, 
even in his advanced years, was regularly occupied with his studies 
many hours before sun-rise, both in winter and summer. He 
avoided all interference in secular or political concerns, and de- 
voted himself wholly to the discharge of his office as a Christian 

stor. He was a celebrated and popular preacher in his time; 
and his manner of address in the pulpit is described as having 
been remarkably earnest and impressive ; but his sermons, which 
are extant,* though frequently marked by the most affecting sime 
plicity, abound too much in the low familiarity, and even studied © 
drollery, which suited the taste of that age, and which had their 
origin, with so many other deviations from apostolic example, in 
the most corrupted church, and darkest periods of Christendom. 
See Fox’s Acts and Monuments; Strype’s Ecclesiastical Me- 
mowrs ;. Wordsworth’s Ecclesiastical Biography. 


*The sermons, nevertheless, throw much light upon the, state of morals and 
society in those times, and are ranked among the most curious and amusing speci- 
mens of our early literature. 

t The following specimen of the good bishop’s pulpit pleasantry may gratify the 
curiosity of the reader, and furnish some idea of the taste of the age in which he 
lived. “ Well, I would all men would look to their dutie as God hath called them, 
and then we should have a flourishing Christian common weal. And now I would 
ask a strange question. Who is the most diligentest bishop and prelate in all Eng- 
lande, that passeth all the rest in doing his office? I can tell, for | know him who 
itis; I know him well. But I think I see you listening and harkening that I 
should name him. There is one that passeth all the other, and is the most diligent 
prelate and preacher in all Englande. And will ye know who it is? [ will tell 
you. It is the devill. He is the most diligent preacher of all others ; he is never 
out of his dyocese, be is never from bis cure ; ye shall never find him ynoccupied ; 
he iseverin his parish; he keepeth residence at all times; ye shall never find him 
out of the way; call for him when you will, he is ever at home, the dilige: test 
preacher in all the realme; he is ever at his plough, no lording or loytering can 
hynder him ; he is ever applying bis busyness; ye shall never find him idle, I war- 
rant you. And his office is to hinder religion, to mayntaine supe: ‘tition, to set 
up idolatry, to teach all kynds of popery. He is ready as can be wished for to set 
forth his plough, to devise as many ways as can be to deface and obscure God’s 
glory. Where the devil is resident, and hath his plough going, there, Away with 
bvoks, and up with candles! Away with Bibles, and up with beades! Away with 
the light of the gospel, and up with the light of candles, yea at noon dayes! Where 
the devill is resident, that he may prevayle, Up with all superstition and idolatry, 
sensing, paynting of images, fons 4 palmes, ashes, holy water, and new service 
of men’s inventing !—as thongh man could invent a better way to honeur God 
with, than God himself hath appoynted. Down with Christ's cross, up with pur- 
gatory pick-purse! up with him, the Popish purgatory I mean. Away with 
clothing the naked, the poor, and impotent; up with decking of images, and gay 
garnishing of stacks and stones! Up with man’s traditions and his lawes! down 
with God's traditions and his most holy word. But here some man will say to 
me, ‘ What, sir, are ye so privy of the Devill’s counsel, that ye know all this to 
be irue?’ Truly, I know him too well, and have obeyed him a little too mach, in 
condescending to some follyes. And I know him as other men do: yea, that he 
is ever occupyed, and ever busy in following his plough. I know him by St. 
Peter, which sayth of him, Sicut leo rugiens circuit, querens quem devoret, he 
goeth about like a roaring lyon, seeking whom he may devour. (I would have 
this text well viewed and examined, every word of it. Circuit, he goeth about 
in every corner of his dyocese. He goeth on visitation daily. He leaveth no 



























































ON THE METAL TO WHICH ALLUSION 


Scripture ikustrated. 


——— 


Froin the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


UN THE METAL TO WHICH ALLUSION IS MADE IN REV. fF. 13. 


Reapinc a few days since Rev. i. 15, I was struck with the 
singularity of that unusual expression xaAxoAiCav, and led to 
inquire into the propriety of the version “ fine brass.” The par- 
allel passage in Dan. x. 6, is nem 5p, polished brass, or, as 
the Septuagint has it, ws ogucie yadxs sidfovrec, as the appearance of 
shining brass. Philologists have endeavoured to ascertain the 
precise signification of xaAxcriEave, by deriving it from yadxis, 
copper or brass, and Ai€avec, frankincense. The most probable 
construction that this analysis will admit, is the signification first 
allotted to the word in the Lexicons, “a species of amber, more 
valuable than gold ;” which in colour might resemble brass, and 
for its resinous quality, frankincense. But neither amber, frank- 
incense, nor any thing of a resinous nature, could be suitable to 
endure the heat of the furnace mentioned in the following 
clause. It is to be acknowledged that electrum, according to 
Puiny, (xxxili. 4,) bésides amber, also signified a metal: but 
as this was composed entirely of gold and silver, it could have no 
affinity whatever with ‘yadxoAiGavev, ‘Ihe very learned and in- 
genious Bocuarrt derived the word from xads, brass or cop- 
per, and 135, white. A writer of the present day, averse to 
Bocuart’s seeking from two languages what may be obtained 
from one, endeavours to deduce the meaning from yaAxis,_ brass, 
and xAi€avws, an oven or furnace; which, he supposes, might 
originally have produced the word yaAdxoxAiSavev, contracted into 
xoarxoricavev, signifying furnace-brass, or brass in a state of fu- 


place of his cure unvisited. He walketh round about from place 2d mpi and . 
; 


ceaseth not. Sicut leo, as a lyon; that is, strongly, boldly and proudly, stately 
and fiercely, with haute lookes, with his proude countenances, with his stately 
bragginges. Rugiens, roaring; for he letteth not slip any occasion to speake or 
to roar out when he seeth his tyme. Querens, he goeth about seeking, and not 
sleeping as our bishops doe ; but he seeketh dilizently, he searcheth diligently, all 
corners, whereas he may have his prey.) He roveth abroad in every place of his 
dyocese, he standeth not still, he is never at rest ; but ever in hand with his plough, 
that it may goforward. But there was never such a preacher in England as he is. 
Who is able to tell his diligent preaching? In the mean tyme, the prelates take 
their pleasures. They are lords, and no labourers; but the devill is diligent at his 
plough. He is no unpreaching prelate. He is no [ordly loyterer from his cure, 
but a busy ploughman; so that among all the prelates, and all the pack of them 
that have cure, the devill shall go for my money; for he still applyeth his busy- 
ness. Therefore, ye unpreaching prelates, learne of the devill to be diligent in 
doing of your office. Learne of tie devill: and if you will not learne of God, nor 
good men, fer shame Jearne of the devill! Ad erubescentiam vestram dico. 1 speake 
it for your shame. If you will not learie of God nor good men to be diligent in 
your office, learne of the devill.”—Preached in St. Paul’s church, London, 1548. 
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sion. And he would apologize for the apparent tautology this 
would occasion, by considering the*ollowing clause, os 4 xapéve 
aeruguyévo, “as if they burned in a furnace,” to be one of those 
pleonasms which are not uncommon with ancient writers. Poove, 
in his Synopsis Criticorum, has ofiered many opinions on this 
subject: but, to show the propriety of the term yadxoAsCavov, 
the following considerations seem necessary. ‘ 

1. Xadxog may signify either a native or a factitious metal, 
The former is copper, which may be obtained in a simple or na- 
tive state. In this state it was known to the Ancients,—Egyptians, 
Greeks, and Romans,—from the earliest ages; and in this state it 
is red: so Homer calls it, (Il. ix. 365,) fgu3¢0, red; a colour 
not suited to the Apostle’s meaning. Or, 

2. Xaaxig may denote brass, which is an artificial production 
from copper and zinc.. Both the Greek yar», and the Latin 
_@s, were for ages indiscriminately employed for either copper or 
brass. The term cuprum, for copper, is comparatively modern : 
it was first used by Spartan, who lived in the time of Diocie- 
sian. We find “«@s cyprium” in Purny, (xxx. 5,) and ev yadxd 
xumeci, in Dioscor. (i. 153,) who lived in the first century of the 
Christian era; but no distinction of this kind exists in any author 
of an earlier date. 

3. Though Paracetsvs was the first to speak of zinc, of which 
brass is made; yet neither zinc, nor its ore, were unknown to the 
Ancients. Its ore, lapis calimanaris, was doubtless the cadmea of 
Puy. “ Ipse lapis ¢ quo fit es, cadmia vocatus.” (xxxiv. 10.) 
Either this, or the carbonate of zinc, which is found in a native 
state, particularly on mountains, might produce the dgetyadxog, or 
mountain-copper of Hesiop; who affirms that it was white, which 
corresponds to the colour of zine :—the same as the orichaleum 
of Vireriz, (Ain. xii. 875) and of Horace, (De A. P. 202.) And 
orichulcum is the second meaning assigned to xaAxoAsavev in the 
Lexicons. 

4. According to Festus, and others, the Cadmian earth, lapis 
calaminaris mentioned above, was cast into copper in a state of 
fusion, which produced the factitious metal, aurichalcum, yellow 
or golden copper, or brass. . It is proper to mention here, that 
from the similarity of the terms, orichalcum and aurichalcum, 
two mistakes seem to have arisen, both of which, in order to at- 
tain ultimately to an accurate idea of the yaAxoAsavov of Rev. i. 15, 
it may be necessary to correct. The first is the misconception, 
that there were t»o Species of aurichalcum, the one native, -the 
other artirficial. The former, Puiny says, could not be found 
long before his time: and that. it never existed cannot be doubt- 
ed, being a mere mistake for the orichalcum, éveryadnoe, or zinc, 
already mentioned. ‘The second is that the orichalcum, and auri- 
. chalcwm, were.the same. This mistake arose from a supposition 
that the aurichalcum, which was the same as our brass, 4nd*so 
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called from its colour, yellow or golden copper, was a corruption 
of the orichalcum, mountain-copper, or zinc. Not only the deri- 
vation of égsiyadxos from és, a mountain, and xadxws, copper, 
but the epithets and circumstances mentioned by Hesrop, Virait, 
Horace, and others, sufficiently evince the contrary. HeEsiop 
and Vireit call it white. Hesiop says it was more valuable 
than common copper; Servius, from its scarcity, affirms that it 
was more costly than all other metals; and Horace speaks of it 
as an article of extravagance ;—which are characteristics that cer- 
tainly belong not to brass. Yet the similarity of the terms caused 
the one to be inadvertently employed for the other. Not orichal- 
eum, but aurichalcum, should be read in Cic. de Officiis, iii. 23,* 

The aurichaleum, golden copper or brass, is the term employ- 
ed by the Vulgate Version, both for Rev. i. 15, and Dan. x. 6. 

5. After what has been stated, it will be more easy to deter- 
mine the propriety of the term XadxoASavev, the derivation of 
which is certainly not to be sought from A&ave, frankincense, 
but from A‘Savoc, Enbanus or Lebanon, the famous ridge of moun- 
tains which separates Syria from Palestine. The reason of this 
I would not deduce so much from the colour 15, white, from 
which Lebanon receives its name, from the snow which invests 
its top from December till May ; as from the circumstance of me- 
tallic ore abounding in this range of hills, which, in the more ex- 
tensive sense, according to Rogpinson’s Theological Dictionary, 
has the general name of Lebanon. This line of hills borders that 
very land of which Moses said, (Deut. viii. 9,) “A land whose 
stones are iron,” (iron ore,) ‘and out of whose hills thou mayest 
dig brass,” (copper, or zinc, from which brass is made.) And 
because the portion of the tribe of AsHer was near this region, 
and extended to Libanus, and Antilibanus, a tract so favourable for 
mines, the ‘advantages derivable from metallurgy were promised 
to that tribe in Deut. xxxiii. 25. The great extent of this ridge, 
which according to some was at least 190 miles, may account 
for the quantity of brass, or copper, brought from this region by 
King Davin. And near this ridge the Sidonian woman dwelt, 
whom Homer celebrates as saying 

"Ex pev Sidwvog modu aAs evyouon eivas, 
Odyss. iii. 424. 
I boast in being from Sidon (a city) rich in brass. 


See Scurucuzer’s Observations on the Mines of Judea, and 
Physique Sacrée, tom. iv. p. 47. Hence the xaAxorfGavov appears 
to have been the metal obtained from copper, mixed with that 
decixarxos, orichalcum, mountain-copper or zinc,f in particular, 
which-came from Lebanon, which would of course produce auri- 


* A MS. in the Library of Baliol Col. Oxon. confirms this. +Muscuenprorck 
affirms that when the proportions employed in the composition are four parts of 
copper,to one of zinc, the metal produced has a finer colour than that of brass. 
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chalcum. And it is in confirmation of this, that in the Syriac 
Version for xaAxodsEavov, we read Lebanon-copper, or brass of Leb- 
anon. Mr..Westey, in his Journal for 13th Oct. 1761, speak- 
ing of a people says, “ Most of them are employed in the neigh- 
bouring brass-works: and one thing I learned here, the propriety 
of that expression, (Rev. i. 15.) ‘His feet were as fine brass, burn- 
ing ina furnace.’ The brightness of this cannot easily be con- 


ceived. I have seen nothing like it, but clear white lightning.” 
Siraansns. 









W oodhouse-Grove, Yorkshire. 
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The Attributes of God Displayed. 








From the Christian Observer. 
PROVIDENTIAL ARRANGEMENTS DISCOVERED BY CHEMISTRY. 


“T wave thought that it might be useful to select a few of 
the most prominent features in Chemistry, which are proofs of 
the existence and providence of the Dery, and which have been 
omitted to be mentioned, or are only slightly touched upon, by 
Dr. Pauey and other writers on Natural Theology. The facts I 
have selected are purposely taken from popular sources, and, 
though familiar to persons of science, may be perused with plea- 
sure and improvement, by your younger readers especially, for 
whose benefit I chiefly wish their insertion in your pages. 

“] shall begin with describing some regulations in regard to air 
and water, which are attended with beneficial consequences. 
The air which we breathe is composed of two gases, oxygen and 
nitrogen, and contains likewise a portion of carbonic acid gas, 
which is a union of carbon and oxygen. ‘These gases occur ex- 
actly in the right proportion for the support of animal life. I 
} the parts of oxygen and nitrogen were reversed, the air taken in 

by respiration would be more stimulant, the circulation would be- 

come accelerated, and all the secretions would be increased : the 

vessels being thus stimulated to inordinate action, their tone would 
| be destroyed by over excitement; and if the supply from the sto- 
mach were not equal to the consumption, the body must rapidly 
waste away. In other proportions these very ingredients form 
one of the most corrosive of acids, a very small quantity of which, 
taken internally, would cause certain death. 

“‘ The gases have been divided by some writers into the respi- 
table and non-respirable; or those which support, and those which 
extinguish combustion; and it is remarkable, that if we attempt 
to breathe any of the latter, they stimulate the muscles of the 
epiglottis in such a manner as to keep it perfectly close, and pre- 
vent, in opposition to our utmost exertions, the smallest quantity 
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of gas from entering into the windpipe or lungs. Oxygen gas is 
absorbed by the blood through the lungs; but as if with an ex- 
press view to preserve the caloric that is necessary for the animal 
temperature, carbonic acid gas and nitrogen gas, which are thrown 
off by the act of respiration, have been endued with less capacity 
for caloric than any other gaseous substances: the first of them 
has even less capacity for it than many liquids, and the -second 
less than ice itself. The interval between every inspiration, by a 
most providential adjustment, allows time for the nitrogen, which 
is lighter than the atmospheric air, to ascend, and for the carbonic 
acid gas, which is heavier, to descend, by which means a space 
is left for a fresh current of uncontaminated air. 

*¢ Atmospheric air has the property of preserving its equilibrium 
at all times; and its elasticity is such that, however it may be con- 
sumed by respiration or by combustion, its place is immediately 
supplied by a new portion, and it is found to be of a homogeneous 
nature at whatever altitude, or in whatever climate it may be ex- 
amined. Among its several uses, it is well known to refract the 


‘sun’s rays when below the horizon, which is the cause of twilight; 


and it has been ascertained by aéronauts, that birds cannot fly 
beyond a certain height, which shows that its density near the 
surface of the earth is exactly what was requisite for the residence 
of the feathered race. The principle of fluidity, which is owin 

to caloric, (or the matter of heat, as distinguished from the effect, 
being interposed between the particlés of a fluid, would dissipate 
all fluids into the air,- were it not for the pressure of the atmos- 


phere, and the mutual attraction that subsists between these par- | 
ticles; and were it not for the same pressure, the elastic fluids con- | 


tained in the finer vessels of animals and vegetables, would burst 
them, and life become extinct. 

“To evaporation we are inde!ted for many important services. 
The temperature of the human body is much greater than that of 
the surrounding air; and were it not for the excess of heat being 
carried off by perspiration, we should be exhausted under any 
great fatigue: but cold-blooded animals, whose temperature is 
regulated by the medium in which they live, never perspire. 
The ocean supplies many millions of gallons of water by evapo- 


ration, which is conveyed by the winds to every part of the con- | 


tinent ; and the Mediterranean alone is said to lose more by this 
eause, than it receives -from the Nile, the Tiber, the Rhone, the 
Po, and all other-rivers that fall into it. 

‘“‘ Water is composed of two gases, hydrogen and oxygen; and 
had not these ingredients been so proportioned as to neutralize 
each other, it would have been converted into a highly corrosive 
poison. Hydrogen, oxygen, and carbon, are the food of plants, 
which have the power of decomposing air and water. The vege- 
tative organs seize the.carbonic acid gas of the atmosphere ; and 
while they appropriate the carbon to themselves, the oxygen is 
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thrown off, in order to renovate the air by its union with the 
nitrogen rejected by avimal respiration. They also absorb hy- 
drogen from water, ané disengage the oxygen, which is attended 
with the beneficial effect just mentioned. ‘The whole of the oxy- 
gen, however, is not given out by vegetables, but part is retained, 
which, together with carbon andghydrogen, forms sugar, oil, wax, 
gum, &c. The upper side of the leaf‘is the organ of respiration ; 
hence some plants, which close the upper surfaces of their leaves 
during the night, give out oxygen only in the day. In addition 
to the usefulness of vegetables for the renovation of the atmos- 
phere, many insects assist in the accomplishment of the same 
purpose, and convert to their own support such substances as, by 
the exhalation of their putrid miasmata, would in time destroy the 
whole animal creation. So wonderfully is the balance kept up, 
that the air of the most crowded cities has been found to contain 
as much oxygen gas as that of other places. 

‘“‘In general, bodies contract, and become of greater specific 
gravity, in cooling; but water affords a remarkable exception: 
for it actually becomes increased in bulk, and its specific gravity 
continues to lessen, as it cools. Ice is lighter than water, partly 
owing to air-bubbles produced in it while freezing ;-but it has 
been supposed, that the increase of bulk is owing to a different 
arrangement of its particles, ice being a chrystallization composed 
of filaments, which are found to be uniformly joined at a particu-. 
lar angle, and by this: disposition occupy a greater volume than if 
they were parallel. Were water subjected to the usual law of 
nature, it would have sunk as it froze, and the beds of rivers 
would have been congealed; but by swimming upon the surface, 
the ice preserves a vast body of caloric in the subjacent fluid from 
the effects of the cold. It is equally worthy of notice, that the up- 
per stratum of water in rivers and lakes, by giving out caloric to the 
currents of cold air passing over them, becomes, in consequence 
of the arrangement just mentioned, of greater specific gravity than 
the substratum, and therefore sinks; and this occasions the rise 
of a portion of warmer water, which gives out its caloric in like 
manner, and this constant circulation very much contributes to 
moderate the rigour of winter throughout the temperate zones. 
In the ocean, and other deep bodies.of water, this circulation goes 
on for a considerable time, and an immense quantity of caloric is 
thus thrown into the atmosphere; but, apparently in order to pre- 
serve the creatures which inhabit this element, its specific gravity 
no longer increases by the further diminution of its temperature 
when the whole mass arrives at about 42 degrees of Fahrenheit, 
and the circulation of which we have been speaking entirely ceases. 
Though fresh water freezes when reduced to the temperature of 
32 degrees, sea water does not freeze till cooled down to about 
28 degrees, which may have been designed in order to keep the 


ocean open at all seasons. If snow be placed before a fire, it will 
Vor. VL. 8 
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receive no increase of temperature till the whole of it is melted, 
though it has an accession of caloric, which is necessary to give 
it fluidity: if this were not the case, whenever the atmosphere 
becomes warmer than 32 degrees, the ice and snow would be 
melied in an instant, and all cold countries would be subject to 
dreadful inundations. a 

‘A confined body of air’being a non-conductor of caloric, the 
advantage of snow, as a covering for the earth in winter, is owing 
to its being so lightly spread as to hold an abundance of air within 
its interstices, and to preserve the warmth of the vegetable world. 

“There are many striking facts relating to the earth, alkalies, 
and metals, a few of which | shall mention. 

“Phosphate of lime, which is a salt composed of phosphoric 
acid and lime, and is one of the chief ingredients in bones, is 
found also in milk, and assists in the formation of bones in the 
young animal ; but after its bones are sufficiently strengthened, the 
milk of the mother loses this property : so that, in this instance, 
there not only appears to be a provision, but that provision is 
withdrawn when there is no oratd any use for it. This salt is 
also found in the eggs of birds, though not im all other shells, evi- 
dently for a similar reason; and likewise in the farina of wheat, 
while the straw, which was not intended for faod, contains car- 
honate of lime only. 

* Animal bile contains soda, which is an alkali, and therefore 
combines with the oily substances taken into the stomach, and 
renders them soluble. 

“To the principle of caloric, metals owe their malleability and 
ductility ; for in very intense artificial colds the most ductile 
metals, such as gold, silver, and lead, lose their malleability, and 
become brittle. ‘T'o show likewise with what inconvenience a 
small deviation from the order of nature would be attended, it 
may be remarked, that caloric is one of the weakest of all known 
affinities; and it is owing to this circumstance that organized 
bodies have no difficulty in separating a sufficient portion from the 
substances around them, and securing to themselves the quantity 
necessary for their wants. 

“T cannot conclude this paper without observing, that the sim- 
ple or elementary bodies of which the world is formed, and which 
give rise to such an infinite variety of objects around us, are very 
few in number; and if we reflect on the indestructibility of mat- 
ter, and its perpetual changes into new and endless combinations, 
we cannot but admire the beauty and economy of nature, and 
adore the wisdom as well as the power of the Creator. 
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RELIGIOUS LETTERS. 
(Continued from page 29.) 


To Mr. George Mair, a Methodist preacher. 


LETTER XII. 
Dear Sir, 


Your favour of the 10th of April, I had the pleasure of 
receiving yesterday. ‘The regard you express for me, merits my 
thanks ; and be assured your piety ard zeal have gained you my 
affection. I fervently pray that you may be the peculiar_object 
of the love of God; that yourself and family may be blessed with 
his spiritual and temporal favours; that you may never be “ weary 
in well-doing ;” that you may daily behold an increase of success 
of your “labours of love ;” and that in due season, you may 
shine as a star of the first magnitude, in the celestial regions, be- 
cause you shal] have been instrumental in turning many persons 
from the commission of vice, to the practice of virtue! 

O! the bright, the dazzling prospects the faithful servants of 
God have before them, when they look beyond the things of time 
and sense. Leta due respect to the “recompence of reward” 
of the faithful ; a sense of the love of Christ towards us, and of 
the importance of the souls of men, cause us to be animated, with 
new zeal, to promote the interests of religion; occasion us tc dis- 
regard the reproaches of the unrighteous; and with resignation 
and patience, bear whatever cross, God, in his good providence, 
may suffer to be laid upon us. | 

You mention you have lately had some severe conflicts with 
the powers of darkness, and who is without such trials among the 
righteous? But, happily, you have been preserved from destrue- 
tion; you have experienced the all-sufficiency of the grace of 
God, for your comfort and safety. I praise the Lord that he hath 
been a “present help to you in time of trouble.” Doubtless, in 
future, you will hereby be emboldened, whatever temptations or 
afflictions you may be exercised with, to “trust in the Lord Jeho- 
vah,” as “in him there is everlasting strength.’ And, for your 
ponen and safety, in time to come, you will, I conclude, if possi- 

le, be more observant of the apostolic injunction, to “ quench 
not the Spirit, and-to pray without ceasing.” Our security and 
joy depend much on our duty regarding these words of wisdom 
and friendship of saint Paul. 

May God, in his mercy, grant that both of us may be more cir- 
cumspect in all our ways; “ redeem the time,” we may yet be 
favoured with; enjoy much of the divine presence ; glorify the 
Almighty on earth, and be glorified by him in Heaven. 
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Heaven! pleasing word! blessed place ! The habitation of the 
righteous. Though we meet not again here, there, even there, I 
trust, we shall embrace each other never more to part. Delight- 


ful idea! Let it solace the soul. Let it give us that happiness 


we are deprived of through our separation from each other. 

I do not regret the countenance I have shewn the Methodists; 
nor shall I cease to be friendly towards them, as I am persuaded 
they are instrumental in advancing the divine glory, and the sal- 
vation of mankind. 

_ Ihave not yet received the pamphlet written by the Rev. Mr. 
Knox; though I expect to be favoured with it by Mr. Roe, ina 
few days. 

Ever shall I be happy to hear from you, and with punctuality 
and pleasure, answer your letters. Believe me to be, 

Dear Sir, 
Your sincere friend, 
And very humble servant, 


Newtown, 10th July, 1783. Uzat Oapen. 
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LETTER XIII. 
To Lucas Van Beverhoudl, Esq. at Beverwyck, Morris caunty. 


Dear ann Wortuy Sir, 


Two days ago I had the pleasure of receiving your favour 
of the Sth instant. 

It gave me very seusible happiness to be informed therein, that 
my letter and pamphlet were acceptable to you, and that God, in- 
deed, of his infinite mercy, hath made you truly sensible of your 
undone state, through sin, and caused you to perceive the neces- 
sity of fleeing to Jesus, by repentance and faith, as to a city of 
refuge, that through the atonement of his blood, you may escape 
the condemnatory sentence of the divine law. 

Happy escape this truly, if through the grare of God, we shall 
be enabled to effect it. And ofthis, never . us indulge a mo- 
ment’s despair; as, in the language of Saint Paul, Rom. viii. 32, 
‘‘ He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
will also freely give us all things ;”—not only, I presume, “ all 
things,” which pertain to that glory and happiness Christ hath 
purchased for us; . but, likewise, every thing which shall be ne- 
cessary to assist us in obtaining a saving interest in the benefits of 
his passion. 

Many are ihe gracious promises in the sacred writings, to hum- 
ble penitents, or those who wish to devote themselves to the ser- 
vice of God. We are assured, for instance, that the “broken and 
contrite heart shall not be despised,” by the Lord of compassion; 


Psalms li. 17, ‘That “the high and lofiy one who inhabitein eier- 
nity, whose name is holy; who dwelleth in the high and holy 
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place, will dwell also with him that is of a contrite and humble 
§ spirit; to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones.” Isaiah lvii. 15. “A bruised reed Christ . 
will not break, and smoaking flax he will not quench, till he send 
forth judgment unto victory.” Matt. xii, 20. Our Lord, im mercy, 
declares to us, that such as “ mourn” for their sins, shall be “‘ com- 
forted,” Matt. v. 4; and that those “who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness shall be filled,” ibid. v.6. To name no more 
places, Saint James, chap. v. 7, 8, informs us, that if “ we resist 
the devil, be will flee from us; and if we draw nigh toGod, he 
will draw nigh to us.” { | 
We cannot but have obseryed, I trust, that itis our duty to 
* draw nigh to God,” for his spiritual favours, before we can rea- 
sonably expect the enjoyment of them ; as the Almighty mentions 
he will be “ inquired of by us,” for the communication of hea- 
venly blessings. Ezek. xxxvi. 37. And we have not the pro- 
mise that we shall “have” any of God’s favours, unless we shall 
“ask” for them; that we shall “find” his mercy until we “ seek” 
it. Matt. vii. 7. And for our encouragement to approach God by 
supplication, we are assured, by our Saviour, that “all things 
whatsoever we shall ask in prayer, believing, we shall receive.” 
Matt. xxi. 22. That whatever we shall ask in his name, he will 
do it.” John xiv. 14. And, saith Saint James, “If any of you 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men libe- 
rally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him,” chap. i. 5. 

As in our spiritual warfare we have numerous foes to encoun- 
ter; we fighting, or “ wrestling, not against flesh and blood only, 
but against principalities; against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedness in high places ;” 
Eph. vi. 12, not any thing can be of greater consequence than 
for us frequently to approach the Almighty for his aid, in all those 
ways, which, in condescending goodness, he hath prescribed to 
us; particularly by prayer, and in the holy sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper. These are means of grace which are extremely 
efficacious, as I myself can testify from the experience of more 
than twenty years; and whoever neglects these means, not only 
sins against God, but also his own soul. The apostle Paul en- 
joins us to pray, even “ without ceasing,” 1 Thess. v. 17; that 
is, not only to appoint to ourselves certain stated times of prayer 
each day, but by frequent ejaculatory addresses to God, to preserve 
in us, at all seasons, the spirit of devotion: And the holy apostle 
mentions prayer as a-part of the Christian’s armour, Eph. v. 13, &c. 
which is necessary for the soldier of Christ to be invested with, 
if he would be successful in his conflict with sin and Satan; re- 
ceive of God “the palm of victory and crown of glory which 
fade not away.” Rev. vii. 9. 1 Pet. v. 4. 

Obstacles and impediments, my dear sir, you must expect to 
meet with in the path of salvation; but 6y an holy and incessant 
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watchfulness over your thoughts, words and deeds, and a proper use 
of the means of grace, | assure myself, you will daily, through di- 
vine assistance, be gaining advantages over‘your spiritual adver- 
garies, and happily experience, that the ‘“*ways of God are ways of 

leasautness, and that all his paths are paths of peace.” Prov. iii. 
17. And when, in God’s good time, you shall be called on to bid 
adieu to all sublunary things, what joy and satisfaction will possess 

our soul! And how bright, how pleasing will be the prospect, 
which will then open to your view! The presence of a reconciled 
God! The smiles of a divine Saviour! The society of saints and 
angels! Heaven itself with all its dazzling glories; ecstatic and 
unceasing joys! Blessed reward of mghteousness! May it be the 
fervent desire of all men to enjoy it! May Christianity be duly 
practised by all who profess it! : 

I am sorry there ts a “ dearth” of the spirit of the gospel in the 
vicinity of your habitation. May God grant that faithful labour- 
ers may be sent into every part of his vineyard, the church! Re- 
ligiow, I am happy to mention, flourisheth in several places in this 
county. It is the inquiry of many souls, ‘* What shall we do to 
be saved °” 

As I preach in many parts of this state, and have made appoint- 
ments to preach in several places for a considerable time to come, 
it will not be in my power, with convenience, to do myself the 
honour to wait on you until Friday the 24th of October next, 
when, if agreeable, you may inform your neighbours, that, by 
divine permission, I will preach at Beverwyck, at 3 o’clock, P. m. 

Inclosed are two sermons [ have published, which I beg your 
acceptance of. 

I shall, with pleasure, be mindful of you in my petitions to 
Heaven: and I ardently pray that the Almighty, with liberality, 
may confer on yourself and family, his spiritual blessings. 

With affectionate respects to Mrs. Van Beverhoudt, I am, 

Dear and worthy Sir, 
Your sincere friend, 4 
And most humble servant, mm 
Newtown, 14th July, 1783. Uzat Ocpen. 


N. B. Mr. Van Beverhoudt hath been dead several years. 
(To be Continued.) 
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The foilowing very remarkable epitaph was copied by a traveller from the 
burying ground in Spring-Path, over against Port-Royal, Jamaica. 


“Here lieth the body of Lewis Galdy, Esq. who died September 22, 1739, aged 
eighty. He was born at Montpelier in France, which place he Jeft for his re- 
ligion (being a Protestant,) und settled in this island; where in the great earth- 
guake in 1692, he was swaliowed up, and by the great providence of God, by a 
second shock was thrown out into the sea, where he continued swimming till he 
was taken up by a boat and miraculously preserved. He afterward lived in great 
reputation, and died uviversal!y lamented.” —Thornton’s Anecdoter. 








THE IMPORTANCE OF sTuDY, &c. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


IMPORTANCE OF STUDY TO A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 
b 
< Continued from page 34.) 


Curistiantty lives and shines in the lives and conduct of 
“jts possessors. Hence 1) utility of Christian Brockaruy. This, 
therefore, is another department of study which will engage the 
attention of the Christian minister. 

The Scriptures abound with biographical sketches; and these 
are the best, because the most impartial. You have not only the 
excellencies, but also the defects of the characters there exhibited. 
In reading the Holy Scriptures, therefore, you will do well to no- 
tice all the peculiarity, the variety, and the contrariety of charac- 
ter which they delineate. If we would make a just estimate of 

| the:human character, ave must view it as it 7s, and not from any 
fanciful or partial representation of it, which may have been dic- 
tated by the warmgh of friendship, or by the heat of malice; and 
this impartial delgfeation is to be found, in its greatest perfection, 
in the Holy Scriptures. And what enhances the value of Scrip- 
ture Biography is, that it is composed of facts and incidents which 
gee.introduced by the writer to perfect his narration, and not from 
, any desire to eulogize the hero of the story. No laboured pane- 
[ syric, with a view to emblazon-the virtues of a particular person, 
Mm \appears up@p the page of inspiration. 
_ Who can view the dignified, the courteous, the self-denying, 
phe intrepidgand the disinterested character and conduct of .2bra- 
am; the p¥ous and faithful conduct of Lot ; the bold, the inno- 
cent and meek, the wise and faithful, the determined and perse- 
vering conduct of .Moses, in the various situations and relations of 
Mite which he sustained; of Joshua, the covrageous man of God; 
argc the faithful prophet and the impartial judge ; of Saul, 
- #ough tinctured with a mixture of good and bad, of wisdom and 
folly ; of David, of Solomon, Daniel, &e. &c. with many others 
so faithfully and impartially pourtrayed in the sacred Scriptures; 
—Who, I say, can study the life and actions of such personages, 
without being both wiser and better ? ; 

Curisr is a perfect example. To trace Him through all his 
life, to witness his triumphant death, and to behold his resurrec- 
tion, affords one of the most instructive lessons of biography to 
be found on the records of time. And let us remember, that He 
has said, Learn or Me. 

The lives of the apostles, both before and after the crucifixion, 
exhibit a lively picture of human nature in its various appearances 
of weakness, of timidity, of strength, of boldness and of daring 
intrepidity. In all the biographical notices recorded in the Scrip- 
tures, on account of the fidelity of the writer, we are continually. 
presented with the ever-varying sbades of the human character; 
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sometimes struggling through weakness, and often, in the midst 
of discouraging obstacles, through grace triumphing over them 
all; at other times overcome and defeated by what might seem 
trifling considerations. And while we behold the saints of God 
surmounting every difficulty and conquering every foe, we see the 
malice of their enemies exemplifying. itself in pouring contempt, 
and by inflicting torments, upon them. 

All history, indeed, continually presents us with men and wo- 
men, exhibiting their peculiar excellencies and defects, and all 
that variety of character, of which human nature is susceptible; 
and hence history becomes one of the most interesting and in- 
structive departments of study. 

But, in addition to the scattered fragments of biography found 
on the pages of general history, there are biographies of particular 
persons, written especially to perpetuate their goodness or great- 
ness, that succeeding generations might emulate their virtues, and 
thus profit by their example ; and so numerous are they that it 
seems almost needless to mention them. But, asa Christian min- 
ister, you ought to be acquainted, e&pecially, with all those emi- 
nent men who have employed their time and talents in defence 
of Christianity. The history of the Reformation will unfold such 
men as Wickeliffe, Huss, Jerome, Luther, Calvin, Zunglius, 
Knox, Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, &c. who dared the relentless 
fury of popish superstition and bigotry. And in looking at them, 
you cannot but see their enemies; and thus, from a contrasted view 
of human nature, you will experience the alternate excitement of 
admiration and disgust, of joy and of sorrow. Neither will it be 
a waste of time to acquaint ourselves with those men who have 
shone in the galaxy of literature, and have shed a lustre upon the 
moral world by their philosophical researches. ‘This will afford 
an instructive lesson, by shewing us the gradual developement of 
the human mind in its pursuit after truth. Who can contemplate 
such characters as Lebnitz, Locke, Bacon, Johnson, Newton, 
Reid, &c. without feeling an involuntary desire to emulate them, 
as far as is consistent with the higher claims which the science 

eculiar to our profession has upon us, in their literary pursuits ! ? 
This kind of biography combines the history ,of Mrnp; in its 
varied progress from infancy to manhood, with the history of 
science, and the dominion it exercises over the destinies of 
mankind. 

And if we wish to see human nature in all its varied forms, we 
must not exclude from our notice statesmen and warricrs. Who 
that has read of the mighty achievements of the latter part of the 
last, and the beginning of the present, centuries, but would wish 
to acquaint themselves with those characters who have stood upon 
the theatre, and have either been the principal actors, or have 
secretly moved the machinery ?. Hence the lives of such men as 
Pitt, Nelson, Washington, Franklin, Buonaparte, &c. &c. must 
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afford a most interesting and impressive lesson of instruction to 
all who wish to see the varied hues of the human character. 
Neither should we be ignorant of those who have exerted their 
influence to destroy the ‘holy child Jesus. Many such there have 
been, and by having a knowledge of their character, and of the 
manner in which they have endeavoured to effect their nefarious 
designs, we shall be the better able to guard ourselves against 
their rude assaults. The dark designs and diabolical deeds of 
those who formed the Illuminati of France, such as Wieshaupt, . 
Rosseau, Voltaire, Volney, and their associates; as well as Hume, 
Bolingbroke, Paine, and such like, should be known, that we ma 
be qualified, when called to it, for the vindication of truth ; for it 
is sometimes necessary to look error in the face, in order to 
heighten the beauties, and to enhance the value, of truth... Most 
of the-Encyclopediz record the biography of all the noted char- 
acters, whether good or bad, which have figured upon the world. 
But, as a minister of Christ, and as a member of His mystical 
body, you will be most delighted in tracing the experience, in 
witnessing the success, and in sympathizing with the sufferings, as 
well as rejoicing in the final triumph, of the faithful witnesses of 
Jesus, and especially of those messengers of His who have advo- 
cated and advanced His cause. Fox’s Book of Martyrs will ex- 
hibit a number of such. In the Life.of Wesley you will have an 
example of a man, richly adorned with almost every science, 
and matured with every grace of the Holy Spirit, vigorously and 
successfully exerting all me ponerse for the present and future 
happiness of mankind. In Fletcher you will see a combination 
of excellencies, literary, moral, intellectual and spiritual, uniting 
to set forth the purity and amiableness of the Christian character. 
You can read neither of them without feeling, unless a criminal 
indifference has benumbed your soul to every thing pure and 
good, a holy ambition, an ardent thirst, for the attainment of an 
enlightened piety, an unreserved devotion to God, and a burning 
love to the souls of men. ‘The quick, the animated, and the in- 
defatigable, as well as the pious and zealous, Coke, will teach you 
to frown upon every thing little and ne he and to condemn in- 
dolence and inactivity. And O Asbury! How do we blush, when 
thy journals tell us of thy labours, of thy sufferings, of thy perils 
by sea and land, and among false brethren! What an example for 
our modern missionaries! The American Methodist preachers 
will long revere thy virtues; and while they read thy pages, will 
lift their hearts to God in devout thankfulness for having inspired 
thee with courage and perseverance in the cause of thy adorable 
Master. Swartz, Brainard and Elliot, as well as the philan- 
thropic Howard, will each contribute his share of instructive piety 
and persevering zeal. Honest John Nelson willteach you cou- 
rage; Thomas Walsh will inspire you with prayer and devotion; 
= 2 and Martyn will administer consolation in the midst 
oL. Vi. 9 
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of discouragements and difficulties. It is needless to enumerate 
more. Your own judgment will direct you to those which are the 
most suitable. -If, however, you wish to see Female excellence 
shine forth in the splendour of Christianity, besides those recorded 
in Scripture and general history, read Jane Cooper, Hester Ann 
Rogers, Mrs. Fletcher and Lady Maxwell. 

But are these to be enumerated among the internal evidences 
of Christianity ? Unquestionably! What more forcible evidence 
ean we have of the truth of any doctrine, than to see it exempli- 
fied in the spirit and conduct of its professed disciples? This is a 
living, a moving, a perpetual monument, known and read of all 
men, of the truth and reality of our holy religion. Have you not 
heard, have you not read, time after time, that Christianity is a 
fable? And why? Because of the manifest inconsistency between 
its principles and professors. Say the objectors, ‘Christianity 
requires us to be holy, to be meek, humble, grave, honest, just, 
merciful; but we daily witness its professed believers, to be unholy, 
proud, high-minded, light and vain, dishonest in their dealings, 
unjust in their contracts, and unmerciful in their conduct; and 
therefore there is neither truth in their principles nor honesty in 
their professions.” Now exhibit to tem those men in whom all 
the Christian principles exerted an active influence, in whom its 
graces shone with conspicuous splendour, and you present them 
with a most commanding evidence in favour of the truth of Christ 
and of His doctrine. Present them with a man who, like Paul 
the apostle, has felt the renovating power of the Holy Ghost, and 
whose after life has corresponded to the doctrines and precepts of 
Christ, and you disarm infidelity itself, and strip the objector of 
his last weapon which he wields against your religion. 

And even the lives of its enemies declare in its favour. In 
regard to some of the most eminent philosophical and literary 
men since the establishment of Christianity, they have been its 
warm admirers and able defenders; while many of the others, par 
ticularly its bold defamers, have, in their lives, evinced the neces- 
sity of Christianity to reform them; and in their deaths, have. 
proved its truth by the moral darkness, distress and doubts, with 
which they have passed from time to eternity ! 


(To be continued.) 


— 
ANECDOTE OF AN ARCHBISHOP. ° 


An Elector of Cologn, who is likewise an Archbishop, one 
day swearing profanely, asked a peasant, who seemed to wonder, 
what he was so surprised at. “ To hear an Archbishop swear,” 
answered the peasant. ‘I swear,” replied the Elector, “ not as 
an Archbishop, but as a prince.” ‘But, my Lord,” said the 


peasant, “when the prince goes to the devil, what will become 
of the Archbishop 
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LETTER FROM THE REV. J. WESLEY, TO THE REV. E. C. OF 
PHILADELPHIA j; 


Taken from the London Methodist Magazine for 1804, written twenty-nine days 
before the death of that great man of God, and supposed to be the last that he 
wrote to America. 


Near London, Feb. 1, 1791. 


My Dear Broruer, 


Tuose, that desire to write, or say any thing to me, have no - 
time to lose, for time has shaken me by the hand, and death is 
not far behind. But I have reason to be thankful for the time 
that is past: I felt few of the infirmities of old age for fourscore 
and six years. It was not till a year and a half ago that m 
| strength dnd my sight failed. And still I am enabled to scrawl a 
little, and to creep, though I cannot run. Probably_I should not 
be able to do so much, did not many of you assist me by your 
prayers. I have given a distinct account of the work of God, 
which has been wrought in Britain and Ireland, for more than 
half a century. We want some of you to give us a connected 
relation, of what our Lord has been doing in America, from the 
time that Richard Boardman accepted the invitation, and left his 
country to serve you. See that you never. give place to one 
thought of separating from. your brethren in Europe. Lose no 
opportunity of declaring to all men, that the Methodists are one 
people in all the world, and that it is their full determination so to 
continue. 


“ Tho’ mountains rise, and oceans roll, 


“To sever us in vain.” 


To the care of our common Lord I commit you, and am, your 
affectionate Friend and Brother,  Joun WeEs.ey.. 


_——e 
VINDICATION OF THE METHODIST HARMONIST. 


Not long since we received an anonymous letter from Phil- 
adelphia, containing some criticisms upon the Harmonist lately 
published by us. Though the writer has thought proper to con- 
ceal his name, yet, supposing that others might have similar ob- 
Jections, we thought it advisable to submit his remarks to the Com- 
mittee who selected the tunes, that they might have an opportu- | 
nity of offering any explanations or defence which they might 
deem necessary. And as the writer of the above letter is not 
known to us, nor, as far as we know, to any one else as being the 
author of such a communication, we presume he cannot consider 
it improper to give this kind of publicity to his objections to the 
Music Book, and the reply to them. 

The following letter, from one of the members of the above- 


mentioned Commyttee, is a reply to the remarks of the anonymous 
writer. | 
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New-York, 2d January, 1823. 


Dear Breturen, 

Having lately seen an anonymous letter from Philadel- 
phia, signed “ A Methodist,” containing some severe remarks on 
the new music book, lately published under the direction of the 
Book-Agency, (designed bor the use of our own Church,) I con- 
sider it a duty we owe to durselves, to lay before you a plain 
statement of transactions connected with the work in question. 
When the work was proposed to the Committee, we saw man 
of the difficulties that lay in the untrodden path before us. We 
had a tolerable acquaintance with our own city, and could proba- 
bly make such a selection as would answer here; but when we 
looked at our Connection, extended as it is throughout the United 
States, such a vast number to please, and such a diversity of taste 
as well as interest to encounter, it was truly appalling; and yet, 
if the thing succeeded, there was pleasure in the prospect; thus 
we stood hesitating and fearing to undertake it for some months. 
At length the new stereotype hymn-book was commenced, and 
the name of the tunes being required to the hymns, we could 
hesitate no longer. The members of the Committee being ac- 
tively engaged in business, they could only devote from one to 
two evenings in the week (except occasionally) to the work. In 
this way they completed the work in about twelve months, which 
afforded them time for reflection and for application to every 

source that might direct their lonely way. 
' Among the “best authors,” we place Handel, Haydn, Leach, 
Thomas Clark, Walker, Husband, Shoel, Breillat, Bond, Isaac 
Smith, G. Davis, Dr. Miller, Dr. Burney, Dr. Madan, Calcott, 
Mr. J. Cole of Baltimore, &c. &c. The best and most popular 
works in our country have been particularly consulted, because 
we considered them the most natural streams that we could fol- 
low; and among them we are indebted to Templi Carmina, Mr. 
Samuel Dyer’s excellent books, Wesleyan Harmony, presented 
to the Committee by the Agents, David’s Companion, and sup- 

lement, David’s Harp, &c. The Committee were also favoured 
with Clark’s sixth book received from Europe, by the Rev. John 
Emory. 

From all the above, and about thirty others, selections were 
made, and this will show whether the “best authors” were con- 
sulted. But whether the “ best tunes” were selected, competent 
judges must determine. Perhaps if that brother had had a little 
of the burthen,—had he sat with the Committee till late at night, 
and seen them anxiously desiring to meet the wishes of their 
brethren; and had he kneeled with them at the throne of grace 
for wisdom and the Divine blessing on their labours, I believe he 
would, at least, have exercised more of that charity which “ hopeth 


all things.” 
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But with all our faults on what can he ground the charge of 
i <Pedantry,” unless it be on the dictionary of musical terms; but 
I believe every candid person will acknowledge it the best that has 
been published in so small a compass. For this excellent part of 
our work, we are indebted to Mr. Dyer, who kindly permitted us 
to copy it from his book. 

We are charged with making “alterations.” In answer to this 
| we reply, that the Committee have not altered or amended a sin- 

gle tune in the name or notes (except those noticed below) in the ~ 
whole book. He, however, marks out Clarendon, on page 33, 
1 on which he brings his criticism particularly to bear. We are 
aware that this tune is called Condescension in soie books; but 
in Templt Carmina, from which we copied it, it is called Claren- 
don, and omits three notes in the last line, which were to be sung 
twice, thus, (in won-der) “In wonder, love and praise,” the 
notes in brackets being left out. ‘Thus altered, I consider the 
tune much improved for Congregational use, particularly among 
us, as we wish the people to sing. ‘The tune, however, had not, 
as far as we knew, been introduced in our congregations before, 
and as the work we copied from was used at the South, we sup- 
posed the difference would be equally balanced. In my opinion, 
our friends in this city have the most cause of complaint; for in the 
tune called Chesterfield, copied from the book used by our friends 
in Baltimore, one passage differs very much from the way we have 
always sung it, being changed from the major to the minor.— 
Whether those copies varied or not from the original text, to them 
we refer our friend for the variation, as we do not consider our- 
selves responsible for it. ' ! 

In making this selection the Committee have frequently given 
up a favourite opinion and local feeling, when good reasons have 
been given that it would be for the general good; and it was a 
standing rule that every tune selected must be such as might be 
easily learned by a congregation. 

I will here mention wherein we have ventured to alter. After 
we had selected a sufficient number of tunes it was thought proper 
to examine them carefully again. If we found one objection- 
able, another was selected in its place, and the first name being 
inserted in the hymn-book both names were retained—the tune 
thus altered is Adisham or Litchfield, page 76.. Again we had 
three tunes by the name of Derby, viz. two long measures, and 
one P. M. It was thought necessary to vary the name of one; 
this will explain Hudson or Derby, page 83. Again, a friend 
from Bristol, England, presented us with a manuscript book - of 
popular tunes used by the Methodist choirs there; many of these 
lunes were numbered 1, 2, 3, &c. without names, we took one of 
these and called it Ithaca, see page 100. Again: There is a 
little piece at page 224, by Handel, it was set to the 14Sth Psalm, 
and called 148th only, (as far as we then knew.) This piece we 
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called John-Street. Once more. To every tune in the book, 
words have been taken from the new hymn-book, (with one ex- 
ception) and the number of the. hymn put over the tune. In 
consequence of this, the words will vary from almost every other 
book. 

I am pleased, however, that though the anonymous writer gives 
us no credit, yet he does acknowledge that it is well printed, and 
on good paper. Permit me here to express the gratification | 
feel in your liberality, and, I trust, wise policy, in putting the 

book at such a price that no individual can complain that he 
cannot afford to purchase it. I am aware that in pursuing this 
course little or nothing will be made on the first edition; but we 
hope the after editions will amply repay you; and while it will 
advance the science of sacred music, will also spread the gospel 
of our common Lord, as the profits will be applied to that object. 

Where your Committee are best known, their work has been 
received with approbation; which affords them consolation; and 
they have had the pleasure to see it well introduced in our con- 
gregations in this city. I have just received a letter (not anony- 
mous) from a brother residing in a sister state, whose judgment I 
value very much, who says, “ As you have made such an ample 
apology in the preface to this work with regard to the choice of 
tunes, I am left without any room to find fault; and without sacri- 
ficing my candour, I can say that it is worthy of every patronage.” 

If this plain statement should ever be seen by the brother who 
wrote the anonymous-letter, I hope it will enable him to make 
some defence at least, whenever the book may be “assailed in 
his presence.” 

Affectionately yours, &c. 3 
Daniet Ayres. 


To the above remarks we will just say, if we may judge from 
the large demand which is made for the Harmonist, both in this 
city and elsewhere, we should conclude that it meets very general 
approbation, and is likely to be of extensive utility in promoting 
the knowledge and practice of sacred music. , 


Communicated for the Methodist Magazine. 


FAITH--A FRAGMENT. 


FaitH is commonly understood to be a divine conviction of 
spiritual realities, through which we discover those mysterious 
truths that encircle man within the limits of’ salvation. here it 
works upon the heart according to its nature and design, it )pro- 
duces a progressive assimilation to the divine perfections, till lost 
in vision, the transforming change shall be carried on by the open 


man lhUlUPOCrFOUmlC RHF OCC PC fk h lUlC(C hh —lCO OF lC rll eet Cl eeeetlCUrRDlC PRC re 


rr eé bee 2 


] 
| 
{ 
: 
( 
: 





ANECDOTE. | 7) 


eaze of Eternal Excellence. To trace the gradations of this pow- 
| erful principle from its first spring in the soul, to its entire influ- 
ence there, we shall find, even in its effects in this life, a vast sub- 
| ject for contemplation. i 
Through faith, how do the low conceptions of the Infinite Good 
expand into the most sublime realities! Whereas He was once 
barely acknowledged in the works of creation, He is now seen in 
the ways of his providence, and powerfully felt in the Word of In- 
spiration. Once He was as a man that hideth himself, often re- - 
tiring behind the dark clouds of adversity, leaving the disconso- 
| late soul to the sorrows of uncertainty and the variety of woe; now, 
by the constant light of His Spirit, He shines in_all the ills of life, 
and gives a firm support against the threatenings of the elements, 
or in the actual decease of nature. Once the rankling passions 
of a demon haunted the breast, and corroding cares drank up the 
spirits; now, not a jarring string moves in discordance to the 
sway of love, and every fear is hushed as the “calm surface of a 
summer’s sea.” Once profligate or vain associates delighted, and 
carnal mirth was called to fill the dread vacuity of time; now 
is hailed the society of a simple few whose breasts glow with the 
same celestial fire, or enclosed in the silent sweetness of retire- 
ment, he dwells in “audience with the Deity.” He looks no 
longer with admiration upon the glare of human greatness, or with 
contempt upon the dull scenes of humble life; the Uncreated 
Beauty hath stained the glory of the one, and given a Godlike 
| condescension to the other. He weighs the good and ill of life 
in a just balance, and considers them duly apportioned by the 
Wise Father to suit the states of all his dependencies. He traces 
distinctly the lines between virtue and vice, truth and deceit, 
and places an impassable bar between the slightest differences. 
He glories in nothing save what will declare ihe honour of his 
God, and while he is raised to participate with Cherubs before 
the Throne, he abases himself to the lowest of his species, and 
views all with that equal eye, which would include them in the 
same gracious privileges and glorious inheritance with himself. 
These, O Faith, are some of thy trophies, but thy votaries are 
few! Many. profess to know thee, but few penetrate thy secret. 
The systematic divine as frequently mistakes thee, as the fantas- 
tic visionary. Thou art revealed only to the poor and contrite in. 
spirit, and such as tremble at the a of the pte Z. 


ee oe 


ANECDOTE. 

Wuen Virgil was asked why he studied so much accuracy in 
the plan of his poems, the propriety of his characters, and the 
purity of his diction, he replied, “Iam writing for eternity.” 
What can be a more weighty consideration. to justify and enforce 
the utmost vigilance and circumspection of life than this, “J am. 
living for eternity.” 








REVIVAL OF THE WORK OF GOD 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


REVIVAL OF THE WORK .OF GOD ON OCONEE DISTRICT. 


Extract of a Leiter from the Rev. A. Turner. 


Tus district has been in rather a low state as it respects re- 
digion, for seven or eight years past. ‘The thinness of the popv- 
lation, with other things not needful to mention, has tended to 
impede the progress of the gospel, so that at the commencement 
of the present year prospects were somewhat gloomy. 

About the third Sabbath in July, at a place called Sandhills, in 

-Ohoopie circuit, a summer resort for many of the more wealthy in- 
habitants of the lower parts of the county, the Lord, through the 
labours of the preacher who is travelling there, began to work, 
Among others who were awakened and converted, was General 
S——, who had been a professed infidel. May he never draw 
back! Here we formed a Society of twelve. “At our quarterly. | 
meeting for the same circuit, many were cut to the heart, while 
believers were much quickened; and since that several have join- 
ed the church. 3 

On the following Wednesday a Camp-Meeting was held at 
New-Hope M. H. Washington county. ‘Though, in consequence 
of unfavourable impressions respecting these sort of meetings, but 
few attended, yet our- God was with us, and He wrought glorious- 

Ty; so that about thirty were converted. A similar meeting was 
held in Telfair county, on the 11th of September. This was a 
new thing in this part of the country ; but on Sabbath about six 
hundred attended; and, what was most consoling, the God of love 
came to our help, and manifested His goodness to His people. 
About a dozen sinners were converted. 

At our District Conference, which was held Sept. 19, in Law- 
rence county, we were greatly favoured of the Lord; and it was 
udged that about fifteen were converted. The Wednesday fol- 
ed a Camp-Meeting was held in Trigg county; on Oakmul- 
gee circuit. This was more numerously attended than the others. 
Numbers were awakened, and about twenty converted. There 
1s a considerable revival in this place now. | 

The next Wednesday we commenced another meeting on 
Liberty circuit, about fifteen miles from Sandhills. There were 
about thirty tents, and it was judged not less‘than eight hundred 
people on Sabbath-day. Much order and regularity prevailed. 
Besides eight Methodist preachers, we were favoured with the 
company,of one Presbyterian, and one Baptist, preacher, who all 
united in Christian harmony and brotherly love. There was no 
particular move among the people until Sabbath evening, at which 
time the Lord appeared in great majesty and power, and the 
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place was awfully glorious! Two professed infidels were awaken- 
ed, and all appeared solemn and thoughtful. Before next morn- 
ing between twenty and thirty professed to find Him of whom it 
was said, He recetveth sinners. From this highly favoured meet- 
ing, the flame spread through different parts of the country, and 
reached even to Savannah. Many have been added to the church 
in these parts. It was, indeed, glorious! 

On the next Thursday we commenced a four days meeting in 
St. Mary’s. This place had almost been deserted by our people, 
| though they once had there a flourishing society. From the year 
1814 until this year it was, as to Methodism, nearly desolate. When 
the preacher, Rev. Elijah Senclair, arrived at this place, he could 
hardly find a place for the “sole of his foot ;” but God gave him 
favour in the eyes of the people, and blessed the word of truth 
to many of them. They were thus prepared to receive the ben- 
efits of our Woods meeting, at which time much good was done ; 
six were added to the church. In a letter, the preacher states, 
‘three more have united to the church, and there is a prospect 
that others will follow their example.” 

On the following Thursday a Catan Minti began in Wayne 
county, Satilla circuit. This part of the country has.suffered a 
declension in religion ever since the late war, and it seems ex- 
tremely difficult to regain what has been lost. The preachers, 
however, have been indefatigable, and some appearances of a re- 
turn of spiritual prosperity have been exhibited. Our meeting 
apparently contributed to produce a religious excitement in some 
hearts. ‘Two of our Presbyterian brethren, (ministers) attended 
with us, and we all exhorted, preached, prayed, and ate together. 
It was a time of love. I received a letter from: brother T. L. 
Winn last Friday, in which he states that about one hundred have 
been converted, some of whom have joined our church, some the 
Presbyterians, and some the Baptists. 

As there were two other preachers in Ohoopie circuit, I re- 
quested brother Winn to confine his labours principally to “those 
parts where God is pleased more abundantly to pour out his 
Spirit!” In a letter | received lately from him he says; “ Since 
I saw you I have witnessed more powerful marks of the Saviour’s 
footsteps: many have been awakened, and, I hope, truly convert- 
ed, since the two days meeting. I hardly take time to stop to 
| eat as much as is needful. Every night 1 have meeting, besides 

one every day, and visiting from house to house. The remnant 
of prejudice is departing, though the progress of the gospel is 
somewhat impeded yet by opposition.” 

I will just add, by way of conclusion, that bishop George re- 
quested me to take some oversight of the Early Mission. Ac- 
cordingly I was there in June last, and held a quarterly meeting. 
The country, both on the Early side of the Chatahoochee river, 


and also on the Alabama side (and the late circuit formed by our 
Vou. VI. 10 





‘74 PROGRESS OF RELIGION ON HOLSTON DISTRICT. 


Missionary includes both sides) is tolerably thick settled by many 
respectable citizens. We had a gracious time at our quarterly 
meeting. Within the bounds of this missionary station nearly 
two hundred have joined our society, and great numbers have 
been converted. 


Wilkinson County, Nov. 29, 1822. 
—e 
PROGRESS OF RELIGION ON HOLSTON DISTRICT. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BRETHREN, 

Frewine a deep concern for the prosperity of the church, and believing 
that a short narrative of the progress of Christianity amongst us in this district, 
(Holston,) will be interesting to your readers; you will oblige me by publishing 
the following state:2ent which I am enabled to make principally from the informa- 
tion of brother Tevis, the presiding elder. 

During last winter the prospects of a revival were somewhat flattering: our 
quarterly meetings were generally spiritual, attended with some convictions ; and 
striking instances of the displays of divine grace were not unfrequent: but these 
indications were chiefly limited to particular neighbourhoods. 

As the summer approached, prospects became more flattering ; and the increas- 
ing attention of the citizens at the houses of worship, indicated a renewing zeal 
for the cause of Jesus. The preachers appeared encouraged in their arduous un- 
dertakings, striving to influence the hearts of their hearers to increase in piety and 
zeal, and exercising over their flocks with “strictness” but “ mildness,” the disci- 
pline of the church; the result of which was, through the blessing of God, that 
the hearts of very many were prepared for the holy exercise of their respective 
gifts and graces in the vineyard of Christ. 

About the first of August our camp-meetings commenced. One was held im 
each of the circuits, except in this, which is large and populous, in which 
were held two camp-meetings. At these meetings our rules for their government 
were but seldom read, nor was it necessary strenuously to enforce by remarks 
from the stand, their observance, as the congregations in general appeared disposed 
to behave themselves in an orderly manner; and at some we had no disturbance 
at all. Here were happy opportunities of addressing hundreds of those whose 
hearts seemed to be sealed against the truth; of combatting the powers of dark- 
ness ; the superstition of the day; and the march of infidelity; of arousing the 
fears of the impenitent, and establishing the hopes of the believer; of warning 
the prodigal to return; the backslider to repent, and the lukewarm to fear. At 
some of these meetings, scores were happily converted to God, and hundreds 
wounded by the energetic influence of the Holy Spirit. Many of the young and 
old, the rich and poor, and indeed of almost every rank and condition, bowed 
themselves before the “ Most High,” and experienced the gospel to be “ the 
power of God unto Salvation.” 

The work was most conspicuous at the camp-meetings of the “ New River,” 
“ Clinch,” and “ Abingdon” circuits; at the latter especially there was a precious 
time; this meeting was held at a place called the Sulphur Spring, near King’s 
Saltworks, in the vicinity of which are many famous for their warmth in the good 
cause. Indeed, so great a revival ensued, that in one neighbourhood near that 
place upwards of forty persons joined the church in one day. 

At one time a weeping wife has plead, with her dear companion who was appa- 
rently unthoughtful, to invoke the Great Jehovah’s pardon in her behalf; and 
relations feeling deeply concerned for each other have fallen down together and 
cried for mercy. At one meeting a Baptist iriend was seen taking his son by the 
hand and leading him near the praying circle, desirous, as he said, of assisting his 
son in the exercise of that duty his conscience admonished him to perform. At 
another, a young man was found near the encampment deeply penetrated with @ 
sense of his lost condition ; he was visited by brother Tevis, who inquired if he 
would go to thealtar; seeming reluctant to go there, he was asked if he would 
go iute the woods ; to this he consented, and, attended by a few friends, he se- 
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' ected a certain spot in preference to any other: prayers were offered up in coin- 
 eidence with his importunate cries, and he soon found mercy and returned to the 
encampment praising a pardoning God. At an evening meeting, since held ix 
Clinch circuit, the class leader said he thought about twelve persons found pardon, 
and that it was the most precious season he had ever witnessed. 

The sacred flame seems still to be burning and in some degree spreading—illu- 
mining by its lucid beams the hearts of many. An addition to this district has 
been made of nine hundred and forty-five members, during the present year. 

A chapel is now erecting and nearly finished in the town of Abingdon, being 
the first one ever built in or near that place for the use of the Methodists. It is 
expected to be completed by the 21st of this month, when a quarterly meeting 
will be held in it. . 

Ride on, O King of Glory! Prince of Peace! and may “the kingdoms of this 
world shortly become the kingdom of the Lord and of his Christ,” is the prayer o% 

Your humble Friend, 
Lebanon, Dec. 6, 1822. James P. CarReELL. 


== 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION ON MEHERRIN DISTRICT. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Petersburg, Dec. 30, 1822. 
Dear BRETHREN, 7 

I have recently received a letter from brother John Early, Presiding Elder 
over the Meherrin district ; in which he states some welcome intelligence of the 
rogress of religion in this part of the Lord’s Vineyard. For more general in- 
ormation I have made the following extracts, which, if you think proper, can be 

inserted in the Magazine. 
Your’s, &c. 
. GasriE_ P. Disosway. 


Meherrin District, Dec. '7, 1822. 


*¢ Jehovah has visited this district in great mercy. At a camp-meeting held in 
Buckingham circuit, in the last of August, we had about forty converted. At 
another (Limestone Springs) in Bedford circuit the week after, much good was 
done ; about sixty professed justifying grace ; forty joined us forthwith and many 
immediately after. The camp-meeting in Amelia circuit, commenced the last 
week in September; though we began the day of the great storm under clouded 
circumstances, and not a minister present except the circuit preacher and myself ; 
the sky became serene the next day, other labourers came to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty, and it was a memorable time: about forty were converted. . At 
anoiher meeting the week following, about sixty miles distant in Mecklingburg, we 
had a very great time ; sixty or seventy professed pardon through Jesus Christ, 
and among this number three past the meridian of life, though like vessels forced 
to land by shipwreck, came in at the eleventh hour, and shouted victery over their 
feli foe ; about fifty joined the church. Indeed it is a time of unction generally. 
In Greensville and Brunswick circuits, and particularly in Greensville county 
where my heart bled to see iniquity abound and the love of many wax cold, for 
the sake of the few who had not defiled their garments, the Lord has visited them 
by his spirit, and numbers have been happily converted. In Chesterfield circuit 
where we have seen affliction, the work has begun ;* I am told that in ten days, 
beginning at our last Quarterly Meeting at Bold-Spring, about twenty professed 
conversion in Cumberland county ; the flame is now spreading in Buckingham 
and Amelia circuits. In. Bedford, many are happily converted, and a large num- 
ber have joined the Society. In Lynchburg our cause prospers ; ‘several pro- 
fessed conversion last Sunday night. 

“ Cold is the heart that takes no interest in our missionary cause, especially if it 
be found among the Prophets. ‘ Let my right hand forget its cunning if 1 forget 
thee, O Jerusalem, let my tongue cleave to the root of my mouth if I prefer not 


_ * Brother George C. Chesley, who is on the circuit informs me, that the revival is stil! progressing 
in Chesterfieiu. Persons have been known to eat their breakfast by candle light that they might be 
im time to hear the glorious tidings of salvation. Such is the anxiety to hear the word of God. 

: a. P. D. 
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Jerusalem above my chief joy.’ We have formed five branches to the Missionary 
Society in the district, and expect to form four more in the spring, one in every 
circuit and station. We look for considerable patronage from persons who do 
not profess religion. Bishop George informs me that ten young men are coming 
on from the Tennesee Conference to join us at Lynchburg in March next. 
‘“‘ Your’s very affectionately. 
* JoHN Earby.” 


RELIGIOUS SUMMARY. 


We extract from the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine, for October, 1822, the 
following particulars respecting the progress of the missions under the direction 
of the Wesleyan Missionary Society. 


New-ZeaLanp.—The Letters from Mr. Leien in our last would create anxiety 
in the minds of our friends as to his safety and welfare. They were of the dates 
of February 25th and 27th. Letters of the date of April 6th and 10th have been 
subsequently received ; from which it appears that he was waiting the arrival 
of additional help, and has still the confidence that he should be able to commence 
his Mission. 

Grear NamacquatanD. After a long interruption of correspondence with 
Mr. ArcuBELL, owing to his being so far up the country, we have received a copy 
of one of his Letters to Mr. B. Saw, and one addressed to the Committee. He 
has endured numerous hardships, but begins to see some fruit of his labours. 
Means have been adopted by Mr. B. Suaw, at the Cape, to supply him with the 
necessary articles of food and clothing, of which he has been in want, by a 
vessel proceeding from the Cape to Angra Piquena Bay. 


The following extract from the Report of the Committee of the Wesleyan Aux- 
iliary Missionary Society for Antigua, will give a general view of the state of the 
Mission in the 

West-Inpia IsLtanps.—Coming nearer home, your Committee have or'y to 


call your attention to that which your eyes have seen, which your ears have heard, 
and, thanks be to God, which many of your hearts have felt,—the labour of 
men of like passions with yourselves,—men who have not counted their lives 
dear to them, so that they might finish their course with joy, and the ministry 
which God hath given unto them. Have they laboured in vain ? let the fifty-nine 
circuits which are formed in these islands and the British dominions in North- 
America speak; let the multitudes turned from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God, speak ; let those who have but recently begun a religious 
course, though not immediately united with them, speak ; let the 23,857 closely 
united with them in Christian fellowship, and the number who, through their in- 
strumentality, have learned to triumph over death, and are numbered “with the 
spirits of just men made perfect,” speak ; let the great number of children trained 
up in the Sunday-Schools to habits of virtue and religion, speak! They do speak, 
and unitedly testify, to the praise of Him who worketh all in all, that their labour 
is not in vain in the Lord! . 

On Easter-Monday, 1821, a Branch Missionary Society was formed at English 
Harbour, which has been conducted with a spirit highly becoming those who have 
felt the importance of a Gospel-Ministry themselves, and from a conviction of its 
worth, have desired that others should hear the joyful sound. The sum of £135. 
11s. has been raised in that place. 

Your Committee feel great pleasure in reviewing the first year of the existence 
of your Society. The support afforded to the Institution speaks volumes in com- 
mendation of the piety and zeal ofur Antigua friends, and their judgment of the 
great work of Missions ; 4he sum of £535. 19s. 3d. equal to 1,191 dollars having 
been raised, of which amount, £486. 3s. 7 1-2d. have been transmitted to the 
Parent Society ; and from the existing religious concern which is diffusing itself 
throughout the community, perhaps in a measure unparalleled in any former pe- 
riod, your Committee augur a growing interest in this glorious cause, and cannot 
but view this as the beginning of good days. 

From the Report of the Parent Society, for the year 182, it appears that there 
were then in active operation fourteen Foreign Auxiliary Societies. Since thet 
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! time, Antigua has added one to the number, and your Committee take pleasure in 
again repeating, “ Antigua has done herself credit ;” but this very circumstance 
has a tendency to create an anxiety for the continuance of her good name : they 
therefore again call the attention of your Society to the great contending powers : 
to the nature and object of the warfare ; to the unabated fury of the arch-rebel 
against God; to the dreadful case of your fellow-mortals enlisted on his side; to 
the high honours to which you are invited, as engaging on the side of the rightful 
King of heaven and earth; and to the certainty of victory, a certainty grounded 
upon our own experience, which, encouraged by the voice of prophecy, exulting- 
ly exclaims under every discouragement, “The best of all is, God 1s with us.” 
Antigua, in the establishment and support of Bible, Religious Tract, and Missionary 
Societies, has engaged herself in the face of the world on the side of her lawful 
King; and shall she turn back, or deal with a slack hand? No! she will do her 
part, until every inch of ground occupied by Satan and his emissaries shall be sub- 
jected to the God of heaven, and that kingdom be established which shall stand 

| for ever; and until she shall unite her strains with the victorious band in singing, 

‘ Hallelujah ; for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth!” “ The kingdoms of the 

world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ, and he shall reign 


for ever and ever.” 





Laprapor.—The labours and sacrifices of the United Brethren, for the spread 
of the Gospel, have for a long period excited the attention of the Christian world. 
Their exertions, in Labrador, particularly, have been alinost without a parallel, 
and in reflecting upon missionary trials there is no place to which the mind more 
readily turns, than to this inhospitable country, where the Moravians have been 
labouring for more than fifty years. Shut out in a great measure from intercourse 
with the world, they depend for their supplies upon a vessel sent them once a 
year, and which through the goodness of God has never disappointed their hopes, 
although the navigation of that northern ocean is peculiarly hazardous. There 
are sixteen missionaries at three different stations: one of which is Nain, formed 
in 1771; Okkak, 1776; Hopedale, 1782. 

On the 9th of August of last year, 1821, the Jubilee of this Mission was cele- 
brated with much gratitude and joy. The Brethren’s ship, the Harmony, came 
to anchor at Nain, on that day which was the very day of the month, when, half 
a century before, in the year 1771, the first ship arrived at Nain, with Fourteen 
Brethren and Sisters, to begin the Settlement at that place. This Jubilee was ob- 
served at each Settlement, with thankful adoration of the good Providerice of God, 
that the ship annually sent to the Mission, had sailed to and fro in safety, during 
this whole period, though exposed to peculiar dangers in those dreary regions, 
from storms and ice, and amidst rocks and dreadful fogs. Of the spiritual blessings 
bestowed on the Mission, the Brethren write— 


“ Surely we have the greatest encouragement, by the consideration of what our 
Lord has effected by it during these fifty years of the existence of the Mission in 
this country, where formerly darkness and death reigned. Truly it might be said 
of the Esquimaux Nation, that they sat in the shadow of death, under the cruel 
bondage of Satan; but God our Saviour has wrought deliverance, and brought 
many of them into the glorious liberty of the children of God. Many are already 
a nore saints in bliss, praising Him with eternal songs for their redemption by 

is blood.” 


This celebration of the Mission Jubilee was enlivened by the unexpected visit 
of His Majesty’s Sloop, the Clinker, Capt. W. Martin, sent by the Governor of 
Newfoundland to survey the coast, and expressly to visit the Settlements of the 
Brethren. Captain Martin manifested the utmost kindness to all; and entered, 
with feeling, into the concerns of the Mission. To the great delight of the Esqui- 
maux, he decorated the Sloop with fifty flags of different nations, in celebration 
of the Mission Jubilee. This visit has given confidence to the Brethren ; and has 
silenced a malicious report, spread among the Southern Esquimaux, that the Go- 
vernor of Newfoundland meant to destroy the Mission. 

The Esquimaux are manifestly profiting by the Gospels and Epist!es, which 
have been jately, one portion after another, put into their hands. Their minds 
are much enlightened thereby, and they are evidently growing in the knowledge 
and grace of Christ. _ The Schools are more diligently attended ; and the Children 
read the Scriptures to such of the adults as cannot read themselves. In gratitude 
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for so great a benefit, they have made contributions of seals’ blubber-—some a whole 
eeal, others half a seal, and others such pieces as they could afford—which yielded 
thirty gallons of oil, the value of which has been presented to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

The State of the different Settlements, in August, was as follows: : 


At Nain, in the last year, 5 Adults and 6 Children had been baptized—4 re. 
ceived into the Congregation—3 admitted Candidates for baptism—and 6 made 
partakers of the Lord's Supper. The Congregation consists of 172 persons. 

At Okkak, a new building was finished on the 30th of May, 82 feet by 30, and 
30 high; half fitted up as a Church, and the other half a Dwelling-house—13 
Adults had been baptized, and 10 admitted candidates for Baptism—12 had been 
made partakers of the Lord’s Supper, and 8 admitted as Candidates for participa- 
tion—8 Children had been born—4 persons departed this life in the faith—65 re- 
moved to the Settlement from among the Heathen—and one Young Woman had 
returned to her heathenish connections. : 

At Hopedale, on the 25th of March, a day of distinguished blessing, 5 Adults 
were baptized, 2 admitted to the Holy Communion, 4 received among the Can- 
didates for Baptism, 1 Youth received into the Congregation, and 4 who had 
been excluded were re-admitted. In the year, 7 Children had been born, and 5 
persons died. The Congregation consists of 151 persons—being 73 baptized 
Adults, of whom 51 are Communicants ; 60 baptized Children, 9 Candidates, and 
9 yet unbaptized —Religious Intelligencer. 


Pavestine Mission.—Two additional Missionaries, the Rev. Witt1am GoopELL 
and the Rev. Isaac Birp, under the care of the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, set sail on the 9th of December last, for Palestine. The 
following is an extract from the address of the Rev. Mr. Cox, which he delivered 
at a meeting held for the benefit of this Mission, previous to the departure of the 
Missionaries from this city. 

“The cause of missions is undoubtedly the cause of God, and it is our duty to 
promote it by all properly practicable means. This single sentence epitomizes 
the whole theory of missionary operations, and has for its basis the unambiguous 
testimony of God. From the doctrine results the duty ; and who can question 
that God is the inspirer and the patron of that blessed cause whose progress is 
most auspicious among the present signs of the times, and will brighten the pages 
of their future history? Is it so? what says philosophy—the love of ages—the 
speculations of statesmen—the dogmas of enthusiasm—or the policies of avarice ? 
nothing—nothing authoritatively—nothing to the purpose. Itis beyond the saga- 
city of man to determine the pleasure of God, in any specific question of this sort, 
by anticipation. The Bible—the Bible alone is the interpreter of his will and the 
arbiter of this controversy. As soon as I open its leaves I see Jesus the sent of 
(sod, the Prince of missionaries, who left his native skies on a voluntary mission 
of mercy to this earth, ‘not to be ministered unto, but to minister; and to give 
his life a ransom for many.’ I see him risen from the dead and upon the summit 
of Mount Olivet, just before he brightened for his ascension-flight, giving his 
formal and final command to the apostles, and to successive preachers to the end 
of time, abrogating the old and the shadowy dispensation of Moses, and authorita- 
tively introducing the new and the substantial economy of the gospel, in these 
ever memorable words, ‘ All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, Iam with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.’ 

“Now of these words the true meaning is aseertained by deeds and facts—by 
apostolic usage and example. The apostles and primitive preachers of christiani- 
ty were all missionaries. Such was Peter—after a miracle had broke the en- 
chantment of his Jewish prejudices. Such was Paul, the apostle of the nations : 
his heart was expanded with that philanthropy which originates in the love of 
God, and his feet were winged in the paths of missionary obedience. He tells the 
church of Rome, whom he had then never visited, that he had come as near to 
them in his evangelical toils, as he could come, without actually standing in their 
city, or upon the peninsula: ‘So that from Jerusalem, and round about unto 
Illyricum, [ have fully preached the gospel of Christ. Yea, so have I strived to 





ee | oO ae na’ oo. ae et 


RELIGIOUS SUMMARY. 79 


f ach the gospel, not where it was named, lest I should build upon another 
me Scandia :’ but as it is written, to whom he was not spoken of, they shall 


e: and they that have not heard shall understand.’ : 

«Thus we are engaged in no fanciful affair. Invisible, indeed, are its ends and 
‘ts author; but firm its support, divine its patronage, blessed its progress, and 
certain its success. Unlike the vain, earthly enterprise of the crusaders, to which 
reference has been made, that monstrous offspring of chivalry and superstition, 
which erst emptied the population of Europe upon the plains of Palestine, it 


se 


| appeals to the testimonies of God for its high vindication—it points to the social 


and civil, the temporal and eternal, blessedness of man for its immediate and 
beneficent object; it draws from eternity the incentive and the sanction of its 
fforts. . 
. “: The prophecies indicate not uncertainly the ultimate and the universal triumph 
of christianity. Soon shall ‘ the truth as it is in Jesus,’ be published ‘to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people :’ and soon shall a mighty ‘ angel 
come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain 
in his hand; and lay hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the devil, and 
Satan, and bind him a thousand years ; and cast him into the bottomless pit, and 
shut him up, and set a seal upon him,-that he deceive the nations no more, till the 
thousand years be fulfilled.’ Soon shall the kingdom of light be extended, and the 
truth of the gospel be ascendant in the earth: soon shall the grace of the Re- 
deemer baptize the spirits of this globe’s population, and, (in the animated, half- 
poetic, and wholly phophetic language of the late president Dwight.) ‘from 
Nova Zembla to Cape Horn, and from California to Japan, the spires of Chris- 
tian temples shall gladden the eye of the traveller, and the notes of salvation 
vibrate on his ear.’ 


The groans of nature in this nether world, 
Which heav’n has heard for ages, have an end. 
Foretold by prophets, and by poets sung, 
Whose fire was kindled at the prophet’s lamp; 
The time of rest, the promis’d Sabbath, comes. 
Six thousand years of sorrow have well nigh 
Fulfill’d tneir tardy and disastrous course 
Over a sinful world: and what remains 

Of tlris tempestuous state of human things 

Is merely as the working of a sea 

Before a calm, that rocks itself to rest; 

For He, whose car the winds are, and the clouds, 
The just that waits upon his sultry march, 
When sin hath. mov’d him and his wrath is hot 
Shall visit earth in mercy; shall descend, 
Propitious, in his chariot, pav’d with love; 
And with his storms have blasted and defac’d, 
For man’s revolt, shali with a smile repair.” 


American Missionary Register. 


New-York Betnert Uniton.—The second anniversary of this institution was 
celebrated on New-Year’s eve, in the Murray-street church. Divie Betaune, Esq. 
President, took the chair about half past 6 o’clock, and the Rev. Rosert M‘Car- 
TEE gave out the 100th Psalm, and offered the introductory prayer. After the 
President had opened the business of the meeting with a short address, Horace 
Hovpen, Esq. Secretary, read the annual report. Resolutions were then offered 
and supported by Jacosp Ostram, M. D. the Rev. James M. Matnews, the Rev. 
Joun Truarr, and the Rev. Garpiner Sprinc, D.D. The report and addresses 
gave much highly pleasing and encouraging information, which will be found in 
our future pages. A collection of $71 25 was taken up, and the meeting con- 
cluded with singing an appropriate hymn: the benediction was pronounced by 
the Rev. Mr. M‘Cartee. 

A convenient stage was erected in front of the pulpit, for the accommodation of 
the officers and managers, and the managers of other institutions engaged in pro- 
moting the best interests of seamen, also the Rev. Clergy, and many other citizens 
who were invited to attend. The audience was highly respectable ; amongst 


whom we were pleased to see a number of shipmasters and sailors.—Seamen’s 
Magazine. 


‘ BRook.ys AUXILIARY Missionary Society.—A communication from Mr. Ro- 
me Snow, Corresponding: Secretary, announces the formation of an Auxili 
ociety in that Village. “Referring” says he, “to the date of the formation of 
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the Parent Society, we confess that we feel in some measure, as one born out of due 
time ; but the auspices under which we have commenced, give us Very flattéring 
assurances, that we shall be able to shew to that Institution, that we are not want- 
ing in our full share of ardent zeal for the cause of true religion, nor in-affection- 
ate attachment to that branch of the Christian church of which we are members. 
We humbly hope our heavenly Father will hear and accept of our fervent prayers 
for the success of our efforts, and especially for those of the parent Institution.” 


‘Jan. 9, 1823. 





TrenNnESEE ConrERENCE.—A letter, dated Nashville, Dec. 2, 1822, from the 
Rev. Thomas L. Douglass, states, that the “ blessed work of reformation which 
signalized the year 1820, has extended its influence, more or less, into almost every 
part of the state. Some parts of East-Tennesee have been graciously visited the 

ast year. At the last Tennesee Conference, held in October, we had an increase 
of 3,533 in the membership, and thirty-nine preachers admitted on trial in the 
travelling ministry. I send you the following account of 


“NasHviLLE District.—At the District Conference held at Windrows Meeting- 
house, October 19th, 1821, the characters of thirteen Elders and thirty-two Dea- 
cons were examined and found blameless ; the licence of thirty-three Licentiates 
were renewed, one Licentiate was expelled forimmorality. Twenty-six Exhorters 
were recommended from their respective Quarterly Meeting Conferences. and 
licensed to Preach, and sixteen of the Licentiates were recommended to the An- 
nual Conference and admitted on trial in the travelling connection. 

“ At the District Conference held in Columbia, August Ist, 1822, the characters 
of eighteen Elders, and twenty-two Deacons were examined and found blameless ; 
one Deacon was expelled for improper conduct, the licence of forty-eight Licen- 
tiates were renewed, thirty-two Exhorters were recommended from their re- 
spective Quarterly Meeting Conferences, and licensed to preach, and twenty-two 
of the Licentiates were recommended to the Annual Conference, twenty of whom 
were admitted on trial in the travelling connection. 

“ At this time, there are one hundred and eighteen preaciirs included in this 
district, eighteen travelling, and one hundred local, including Licentistes, Dea- 
cons and Elders. ‘ Would to Gog ali the Lord’s people were prophets,’ provided 
they were such as most of these.” : 


Poetry. . 





From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine.” 





GETHSEMANE, . : 

THE night was still; no sound was heard, Shrouded in deep eclipse, the sun 

Save Cedron’s waters’ gentle flow ; His smiles may from creation hide ; 
4nd pale the evening-star appear’d, But ’tis the God of nature’s frowr 

Spectatress of the Saviour’s woe. He feels ; and who may that abide? 
Gethsemane that hour beheld What wonder, from their thrones were bens 
A scene, that mocks the tales of eld. All heaven, in mute astonishment ? 
Their shadowy arms the cedars spread, And whose the crime and whose the wrong, 

Asif, in sympathy profound, ~ For which this agony he bore ; 
They screen’d their Lord’s devoted head.-— And, spite of the angelic throng, ‘ 

But where are his disciples found ? Why dropp’d his quivering limbs with gore ’- 
Alas! that they alone should sleep, To shield us from offending Gad, 
When things inanimate could weep! tle stoop’d to bear th’ Avenger’s rod. 
See, from their bright pavilions press But his were woes ineffable !— 

Angels, their solace to afford, Tis ours to wonder and adore; 
Peopting the shades of loneliness, And, glowing with devotion, feel 

To succour their forsaken Lord ; Redeeming love’s o’erwhelming power. 
Self-exil’d from those smiles of love, Thus shall our pilgrimage of woe 
Which animate the hosis above. Bright interludes of rapture know. 

Errata. 
Page 7 line 16 from bottom read 450,000,000 for 45,0000,000. 
— 32 — 22 — top — commune for commence. 


—40 — 6 — bottom — Atford. 
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